OLD TESTAMENT SURVEY – SPRING 2007
Inductive Bible Study – Session 1 Notes
Yujin Han

I. Why study the Bible?

A. It is Essential to Growth
Matthew 4:4; 1 Peter 2:2 (attitude, appetite, aim)
B. It is Essential to Spiritual Maturity
Hebrews 5:11-14
C. It is Essential to Spiritual Effectiveness
2 Timothy 3:16-17
II. How do I do it?
A. Immersion 
Deut 6:6-9; Psalm 1:2

B. Discipline and Accountability 
Hebrews 12:11; 2 Timothy 2:15
C. Communication and Teaching 
2 Timothy 2:2; Matthew 28:19-20; Deut 6:7
III. Principles of Bible Study Methodology
A. Overview – Three-Prong Strategy

1. Observation: What do I see?
2. Interpretation: What does it mean?
3. Application: How does it work?
B. Begin with Observation

1. Terms (ex. Repetition)
2. Structure
a) Grammatical Structure (ex. Subject, Verb, Object)
b) Literary Structure (ex. Q&A, Cause-Effect, Climax-Resolution)
3. Literary Form (ex. Genres: Poetry, Narrative, Satire, Apocalyptic, Comedy, Tragedy, Allegory, etc.)
4. Atmosphere (ex. What’s it like to be in the author’s shoes?)
C. Move to Interpretation

1. Questions

2. Answers (note: the more time in observation, the less time in interpretation and the more accurate your results)
3. Integration – reconstruct the meaning
D. Keep Going Into Application
1. How does it work for me?

2. How does it work for others?

IV. STEP 1 – Observation: What do I see?

A. General Tips for Reading

1. Read as if for the first time

2. Read as if you are reading a love letter

B. Specific Tips for Reading

1. Read Thoughtfully (Bombarding with Questions)
2. Read Repeatedly (10s, 100s times)
3. Read Patiently (cross-country)
4. Read Selectively (Six W’s)
5. Read Prayerfully (ACTS; Nehemiah 1:5-11)
6. Read Imaginatively (Drama)
7. Read Meditatively (Joshua 1:8; Psalm 19:7-14)
8. Read Purposefully

a) Purpose through Grammatical Structure

(1) Verbs (Imperative - Deuteronomy 6:5)
(2) Subject and Object (Philippians 2:3)
(3) Modifiers (Philippians 4:19)
(4) Prepositional Phrases (Ephesians 2:8-10)
(5) Connectives (“but” - Numbers 13:31; 2 Samuel 11:1; “and” – Psalm 37:4; “therefore” – Romans 12:1)
b) Purpose through Literary Structure

(1) Biographical Structure (Patriarchs - Genesis 12-50)
(2) Geographical Structure (Journey to the Promise Land – Exodus/Numbers)
(3) Historical Structure (Daniel)
(4) Chronological Structure (“In the course of time” – 2 Samuel, moving through events like a diary)
(5) Ideological Structure (Job – Sovereignty and Justice of God)
c) The Laws of Structure

(1) Cause & Effect

(2) Climax

(3) Comparison

(4) Contrast

(5) Explanation or reason

(6) Interchange

(7) Introduction & Summary

(8) Pivot or hinge

(9) Proportion

(10)  Purpose

(11)  Question & Answer

(12)  Repetition
(13)  Specific to general; General to specific

9. Read Acquisitively (Retention) – “I hear, and I remember. I see, and I remember. I do, and I understand.”
10. Read Telescopically (Big Picture)

a) Look for the connectives

b) Pay attention to context

c) Evaluate the passage in light of the book as a whole

d) Look at the historical context of the book

C. Writing

1. Work with a Paragraph

a) Check the Context
b) Label Your Observations

c) No Detail is Trivial

2. Six Things to Look For

a) Things that are EMPHASIZED

(1) Amount of space

(2) Stated purpose

(3) Order

(4) Movement from the lesser to the greater, and vice versa

b) Things that are REPEATED

(1) Terms, phrases, and clauses

(2) Characters

(3) Incidents and circumstances

(4) Patterns

(5) New Testament Use of Old Testament Passages

c) Things that are RELATED

(1) Movement from the general to the specific

(2) Questions and Answers

(3) Cause and Effect

d) Things that are ALIKE, and UNLIKE

(1) Similes

(2) Metaphors

(3) Use of “but”

(4) Irony

e) Things that are TRUE TO LIFE

3. Create A Chart

V. Step 2 – Interpretation: What does it mean?

A. Why Interpret

1. Language barriers

2. Cultural barriers

3. Literary barriers

4. Communication barriers

B. Resources to help

1. Historical Atlases

2. Bible Dictionaries

3. Bible Handbooks

4. Commentaries

5. Interlinear texts

C. Hazards to avoid

1. Misreading the text (ex. John 14:6; 1 Timothy 6:10)
2. Distorting the text (2 Peter 3:16)
3. Contradicting the text (Genesis 3:1-4)
4. Subjectivism

5. Relativism

6. Overconfidence

D. Begin by Understanding the Type of Literature (Genre)
1. Exposition
2. Narrative and biography

3. Parables

4. Poetry

5. The Proverbs and Wisdom Literature

6. Prophecy and apocalyptic

7. Other Genres

a) Encomium

b) Oratory

c) Pastoral

d) Satire

e) Tragedy

E. Steps to Proper Interpretation

1. Content - OBSERVATION

2. Context

a) Literary Context

(1) Literary Structure

(2) Figures of Speech

(a) Anthropomorphism

(b) Apostrophe – addressing a thing as if it were a person, or an absent or imaginary person as if he were present (1 Cor 15:55)
(c) Euphemism

(d) Hyperbole

(e) Hypocatastasis – comparison in which likeness is implied rather than stated directly (Luke 12:1)
(f) Idiom

(g) Merism – substitution of two contrasting or opposite parts for the whole (Psalm 39:2)
(h) Metaphor

(i) Paradox

(j) Personification

(k) Rhetorical Question

(l) Simile

b) Historical Context

c) Cultural Context

d) Geographical Context

e) Theological Context

3. Comparison (Key tool: Concordance)
Comparing Scripture with Scripture
4. Culture (Psalm 24 in light of David’s life; 1 Corinth 8 in light of history of idolatry) Some issues that you might consider…
a) Power

b) Communication

c) Money

d) Ethnicity

e) Gender

f) Generations

g) Religion and worldview

h) The arts

i) History and time

j) Place
5. Consultation (Resources listed above)
VI. Step 3 – Application: How does it work?

A. Beware of Substitutes for Application

1. Interpretation is substituted for application: “May the Lord bless this truth to your heart” (cf. Matthew 7:22)
2. Superficial obedience is substituted for substantive life change: “I have carried out (some/most) of the Lord’s instructions” (1 Sam 15:13)
3. Rationalization substituted for repentance: “Okay, I fudged things here and there, but nobody’s perfect.”

4. Emotional experience for volitional decision: “I loved that message…you really got me today.”

B. Look in the Mirror (James 1:22-25)

C. Steps to Proper Application

1. Know

2. Relate (Some questions to guide you)

a) Is there an example for me to follow?

b) Is there a sin to avoid?

c) Is there a promise to claim?

d) Is there a prayer to repeat?

e) Is there a command to obey?

f) Is there a condition to meet?

g) Is there a verse to memorize?

h) Is there an error to mark?

i) Is there a challenge to face?

3. Meditate

4. Practice

VII. Getting Started

A. Personal Study

1. Determine your objectives

2. Establish your priorities

3. Set a schedule

4. Develop a discipline

B. Bible Study Group

1. Leadership is the key

2. Determine the purpose of the group

3. Recruit people who want to study the Bible

4. Make sure that everyone gets a chance to participate

5. Encourage discussion

6. Stick to the Bible

7. Show enthusiasm

8. Keep the group small

9. Divide the time between Observation, Interpretation, and Application

10. Keep your commitment…to the purpose and to the time

C. Sharing

1. Teach in Stairmaster

2. Lead a Bible Study

3. Live What You Learn Daily



