INDUCTIVE BIBLE STUDY – SUMMER 2007
Inductive Bible Study – Session 2
Yujin Han

I. Review of the Three Keys to Inductive Bible Study
A. Observation – What do I see?
B. Interpretation – What does it mean?
C. Application – How does it work?

II. Context
A. Rings of Textual Context

1. Text (Verse or Verses)

2. Immediate Context (Paragraph Level)
3. Near Context (Segment or Chapter Level)
4. Book Context (Whole book level)

5. Related Books Context (Books written by the same author)
6. Dispensational Context (OT or NT)

7. Whole Bible Context (OT and NT)

B. Extra-Biblical Contexts
1. Historical/Cultural Context
2. Geographical Context
3. Literary Context

C. Linguistic Context (Consideration of original Hebrew, Greek, or Aramaic)

III. Context for Philippians 1:6

A. Textual Context of Philippians 1:6

General Observations from reading: This is a letter/epistle. Paul is the author with Timothy. The Philippian saints are the recipients. 


1. Text (Philippians 1:6)

“…being confident of this, that he who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus.”

a. The verse begins with an attitude that seems to either be derived from or extends from some other action or condition: “being confident.” Question – Does the Paul have a basis for his confidence? What is the Paul trying to communicate from his declaration of confidence?

b. Four persons are referenced: (1) the one who is confident, (2) the “he” who is working, (3) the “you” addressed, and (4) Jesus Christ.

c. Three time periods seem referenced: (1) the past “began”, (2) the present, “will carry it on to…”, and (3) the future, “until.” 
d. A moral judgment is made regarding the work: “a good work” – Question: What is this good work? What makes this work “good?” Does it have any reflection on the “he” doing the work?

e. An outside agent brings the work about: “he who” – Question: Does this outside agent work independently or sovereignly apart from the participation of the “you” addressed? Since the “you” began the work and carries it through and completes it, does this mean that the work only concerns the “you?”
f. This agent seems responsible for both the beginning of the good work, the follow through of the good work as well as the completing of the good work. – Question: What implication does this have regarding the extent and time of involvement of the “he” that does the work? Does the words “carry it on” imply overcoming resistance, obstacles and any other hindrances to progress, and if so, does this imply that the agent is stronger or the resistance is weaker so that this progress continues?
g. The end point of the good work is given as “the day of Christ Jesus.” – Question: Does this have any relationship to “the Day of the Lord” in the OT?  Is there any other reference to “the day of Christ Jesus?” Is a literal day in view or a period of time?
2. Immediate Context of Philippians 1:6 (Verses 3-11)

a) The closest primary thought that leads up to verse 6 seems to be “In all my prayers for all of you, I always pray with joy because of your partnership in the gospel from the first day until now,…” in verses 4 and 5.  The words “always pray with joy” seem to connect with the idea of his “being confident” as if the joy results from this confidence or to put it another way, as if the joy is the fruit of his faith (cf. Gal. 5).

b) Since Paul is thanking God in verse 3, it appears that this thanksgiving is also related to God’s participation in the “partnership in the gospel” by the Philippians (v 5) as indicated in verse 6 as “he who began…”

c) There seems to be a connection between verses 5 and 6 with verse 4’s “I always pray with joy” and verse 3’s “I thank my God” in that the joy and thanksgiving arises out of both the Philippians’ participation in the gospel (v 5) and the “he who began a good work” (v 6). 

d) The “partnership in the gospel” in verse 5 may be related to the “work” in verse 6, such that on the one hand, there is a work being done in the gospel by the Philippians and on the other hand, there is a work being done in the Philippians by God. The sequence seems to be that God works in the Philippians and in turn the Philippians participates in the gospel. 

e) There is a parallel thought in verses 5 and 6 with regard to time. The time period “from the first day until now” relates to “began…until the day of Christ Jesus” both speak of a start to finish. The difference might be that the former appears to be a subset of the latter, so that what the Philippians are doing is part of a larger work of God that began before the Philippians started participating and will also carry on beyond the present to the future until some end point that God will determine and that will be marked by Christ Jesus.
f) There seems to be a relationship between the words “I thank my God every time” (v 3) and “I always pray with joy” (v 5) and “this is my prayer” (v 9) in that they all refer to intercession on behalf of the Philippians by Paul to God. All these verbs are main verbs in this paragraph, such that the main thought of the paragraph carries the idea of Paul’s prayer and thanksgiving to God. 
g) Verse 7b’s “all of you share in God’s grace with me” may give some clue as to how we might understand the relationship between the activity of God and the activity of the Philippian saints. I read in 2 Cor 9:8 (I am skipping a bit to the related books context level (), “And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that in all things at all times, having all that you need, you will abound in every good work.” So we learn that the grace of God enables believers to do the good work. So, the “he who began a good work in you” is a parallel thought to “you share in God’s grace” and “your partnership in the gospel” (v 5) is a parallel thought to “defending and confirming the gospel, all of you share in God’s grace with me” (v 7). Then, can we say that God’s grace is the basis for Paul’s affectionate co-laboring with the Philippians in the gospel? And that God’s grace is the basis for Paul’s joy because it is the sure means by which the good work in which both Paul and the Philippians are in engaged will be brought by God to completion? 
h) The “good work” in verse 6 seems to relate to “partnership in the gospel” (v 5) and to “in chains or defending and confirming the gospel” (v7) in that God’s good work in the Philippians may be what is empowering the Philippians to do the good work in the proclamation of the Gospel. Is this right? Then what is actually God’s work in them? What is God’s grace in them? Verses 9-11 may give a clue. Paul prays that the Philippians’ love may abound in knowledge and insight so that they may discern what is best and be pure and blameless. The “until the say of Christ” in verse 10 relates back to “until the day of Christ Jesus” in verse 6 to confirm the possible relationship between the good work God is bringing to completion in verse 6 with the discerning love that produces a flawless character in verse 10. Verse 11a further explicates “pure and blameless,” reinforcing the idea that a just and holy character quality is in view. Verse 11b indicates that this character comes “through Jesus Christ.”
i) Verse 11b closes off the paragraph context and gives perhaps an answer to the why of God’s good work from beginning to end, namely, “to the glory and praise of God.” Could this be then the end all of all that God does in the Philippians, in Paul, and in all His working? 

3. Near Context of Philippians 1:6 (Chapter 1)


a) Paul’s “being confident” takes on a new dimension in view of the atmosphere that chapter 1 gives, namely, Paul is suffering in prison and in chains (implied in verse 7 and confirmed in verses 12-14; implied again in verses 19-25 and confirmed in verse 30. He is not like a bird perched far away on a high tower watching the battle below. He is actually in the fray and experiencing the loss, pains and anxieties (note: there is always occasion for reflection, even during Observation).
b) There is a repetition of the thought of “being confident” in the words “courageously and fearlessly” in verse 14, in the words “eagerly expect and hope…will have sufficient courage” in verse 20, and in the words “convinced of this” in verse 25 and in the words “without being frightened”. Throughout the chapter Paul expresses confidence, whether in himself or through him or through the gospel in others. There is both stated and implied that this confidence arises from the grace and work of God.
c) A repeated theme of chapter 1 is the proclamation of the gospel, spoken of as partnership in verse 5, as defended and confirmed in verse 7, as advanced fearlessly in verse 12ff, as preached (in Christ) with good or bad motives in verse 15ff, as exalted (in Christ) in Paul’s body in verses 18bff, and as a standard of conduct in verse 27a, and as object of confident faith in verses 27bff. As noted before in the near context, this proclamation of the gospel, which seems to be heralded as the central mission of Paul and his ambition for the Philippians, arises from the activity of God, who works through Paul and through the Philippians.
d) Moreover, as noted just above, the Gospel relates to Christ (verse 27 “gospel of Christ”), so what is proclaimed, defended, confirmed, preached, exalted, and set as a standard is Christ Himself. Now, here is something remarkable. Could the work of God, then, in the Philippians, be to create the character of Christ (verse 11and verse 27) in the Philippians so that they might be empowered to proclaim the gospel of Christ in order to bring glory to God?
e) Again, in verse 28, God is mentioned as the agent of bringing salvation to the Philippians, who are standing firm in the faith of the gospel. Could this future salvation be a part of the work that is referenced as the activity of God in verse 6? Could the “good work in you” that will be brought to completion be related to the “you will be saved” in verse 28?
f) The “good work” may also have a referent in verse 29, where we read, “For it has been granted to you on behalf of Christ not only to believe on him, but also to suffer for him.” If this is the case, our understanding of the good work of God is enlarged to encompass not only the producing of Christ-like character for the proclamation of the Gospel of Christ but also the means of faith and suffering as vehicles whereby both Christ-like character is produced and the Gospel is proclaimed.

4. Book Context of Philippians 1:6 (The Book of Philippians)


a) There seems to be a parallel thought to 1:5-6 in 2:12-13. There we read, “Continue to work out your salvation with fear and trembling, for it is God who works in you to will and to act according to his good purpose.” We noted that there was a relationship between 1:5 and 1:6 in that God’s working in the Philippians belies the Philippians participating in the gospel. 2:12-13 gives expression to this relationship such that the Philippians are exhorted by Paul to work out what God has worked in. God works in the willing and the acting, that is the motivation and the actual doing, and the Philippians work this outwardly in obedience and in character. The working out part seems to be further extrapolated in 2:14-18. There, the words “blameless and pure” reminds us of “pure and blameless” in 1:10, which we related to what Paul was praying that God’s in-working would produce in the Philippians. 
b) Paul’s confidence in the Lord is echoed in 2:24 and contrasted by “no confidence in the flesh” in 3:3-5. There is confidence in what God can do but absence of confidence in can be accomplished by human effort. Paul is confident that God delivers both spiritually (1:6) and physically (2:24), but Paul has no confidence in the flesh that produces great status and achievement in the human realm. He extends this analogy to contrast the righteousness from God that is “through faith in Christ” with the righteousness “of my own” (i.e. from the flesh) that is “from the law.” Paul says that all that he gained from the flesh is “rubbish” when compared to Christ, who he gained from God. Could we conclude, then, that Paul is saying that his confidence in life is not himself but in God, not in his achievements but in what God has done for him in Christ, not in who he is but who God is and who Paul is, therefore, in Christ? 
c) Just following the mention of God throughout the book, one gets the feeling that God is involved in every endeavor of Paul, in Christ, and in the Philippians to accomplish his purposes (2:9, 13, 27; 3:15; 4:7, 13, 19). This lends support to the sense we get in 1:6 of “he who began a good work…will carry it on…” of a sovereign working of God behind, through, and beyond all that the Philippians were doing.
d) The idea of “day of Christ” (1:6, 10) is echoed in 2:7, where Paul indicates that Paul anticipates it to be a day of boasting for him, that his efforts on behalf of the Philippians were not in vain, such that they will “shine like stars” by their being “blameless and pure, children of God, without fault.” Thus, this day of Christ speaks of a final act and a presentation of the saints before God. Perhaps there may be some hint also of this future in 3:10 “to attain to the resurrection from the dead” and “toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus” (3:14) and “our citizenship is in heaven…we eagerly await a Savior from there, the Lord Jesus Christ, who, by the power than enables him to bring everything under his control, will transform our lowly bodies so that they will be like his glorious body” (3:20-21). Again, this day of Christ may refer to a time of Christ’s coming again, not as a servant but as Lord. This thought is echoed in 2:5-11, which speaks of Christ’s coming as a suffering servant but then again as a reigning Lord with “a name that is above ever name” and where “at the name of Jesus every knee should bow…and every tongue confess that Jesus is Lord to the glory of God the Father.” This triumphant Christ will come, it appears, on this day of Christ. Not only this, but Christ will also “transform our lowly bodies so that they will be like his glorious body” (3:21), so that the saints, even the Philippian saints, will participate in Christ’s glory. Therefore, we can understand 1:6 as saying that the good work that God began by the action of His grace in the Philippians to create the character of Christ to proclaim the Name of Christ through the Gospel will be completed on the day of Christ, when along with Christ being gloriously revealed, the Philippians will also receive bodies of glory, so that they are like Christ inside and out. And perhaps this is hinted in 1:21, where Paul writes, “For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain” (as an aside, the word “gain” may also be translated “more,” so that we may read it as “for to me, to live is Christ and to die is more Christ.”). Question – Will this glory be when the saints die or some other future time? Will this glory happen for all the saints together or individually?
e) The theme of Christ-like character is carried in every chapter. This is what God accomplishes in the saints: Unity and humility (chapter 2), faith (chapter 3), joy and contentment in the Lord (chapter 4). Is this the “good work” that God is working in the Philippians? If it is, why are they then exhorted to pursue it? There is a kind of paradox, where Paul is confident in God for the work that the Philippians will do because it is not in fact the Philippians that brings it to a successful end but God who does it.

5. Related Books Context (Pauline Epistles/Acts)

a) A parallel to Phil. 1:6 is 1 Corinthians 1:8-9 (also written by Paul), where we read “He will keep you strong to the end, so that you will be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. God, who has called you into fellowship with his Son Jesus Christ our Lord, is faithful.” This verse lends support to our conclusion from the text of Philippians that the work of God is to produce Christ-like character (“pure and blameless”) in the Philippians. It also lends support to our understanding of the sovereign work of God, where Paul’s confidence is not in human effort but on God’s power, here, His faithfulness. 1 Thessalonians 5:23-24 also lends support to this sovereign work of God: “May God himself, the God of peace, sanctify you through and through. May your whole spirit, soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. The one who calls you is faithful and he will do it.” Again, 2 Thessalonians 2:16-17 and 3:3-5 carry the idea of Paul’s confidence that God will encourage, strengthen and protect the saints in order that the saints might continue in obedience to God and perseverance in Christ. Again, this confidence in God’s deliverance is given in 2 Timothy 4:18, “The Lord will rescue me from every evil attack and will bring me safely to his heavenly kingdom. To him be the glory for ever and ever. Amen.”
b) Ephesians 1:3-14 (also written by Paul), we have a parallel thought regarding what God has begun, continues and carries to completion. Here the operative idea is carried in the words “he chose us” and “he predestined us.” Therefore, we get the sense that God’s work in the Philippians may also carry the idea that it was not by their intention but by God’s intention and for His pleasure, even “before the creation of the world” (Eph 1:4). Furthermore, we get advance of our understanding of the “day of Christ” in 1:6 in Eph 1:10, where we learn of the fulfillment of the times, when God will “bring all things in heaven and on earth together under one head, even Christ.” Thus, it seems that this glorification is not individual as it is corporate at a specific time in the future. In Eph 1:11-14 we get an advance of the working of God in that it is grounded in God’s purpose, through faith in the Gospel of salvation in Christ, guaranteed by the seal of Holy Spirit, and bringing about a redemption that produces praise for God’s glory. Therefore, at least from Ephesians, we understand that this carrying forth and completing of the work refers to the carrying forth and completion of the saving work. Is sanctification, then, not included in this?
c) In Ephesians 2:8-10, we understand that salvation is a gift of God, by grace and through faith. We also understand that those saved are considered “God’s workmanship” and having the purpose of doing “good works” that God prepared “in advance” for the saved to do. So, with respect to Phil 1:6, the “good works” that God began and intended is also the good works that he had “prepared in advance” for the saints to do. So our view of the sovereignty of God is enlarged even further to include not only the empowering to do good works in the Philippian saints but also the preparation for these very works to be done.

d) In Ephesians 3:7-8 we advance in our understanding of the working of God’s grace through an autobiographical aside from Paul, who confesses his inadequacy and gives credit to God’s power and the gift of God’s grace to enable him “to preach to the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ.” This theme is also carried by implication in Philippians. May we surmise that this is the same grace at work in the Philippians?

e) In Colossians 1:13, we learn that God the Father “has rescued us from the dominion of darkness and brought us into the kingdom of the Son he loves.” Is this not also part of the good work of God that He began in the Philippian saints? It speaks of a change of national affiliation, from darkness to the kingdom of God’s Son. This idea is echoed in Philippians 3:20, where Paul speaks of the Philippians’ citizenship in heaven.
f) In the Books of Acts, we observe the biography of Paul, who was a Pharisee and persecutor of Christians that turned to Christianity following a supernatural revelation of Christ Himself. Throughout most of Acts we learn the progress of Paul in the propagation of the very gospel he speaks as the result of the in-working of God in Philippians 1:6. 

g) In Acts 16, Paul, along with his partner Silas, travels to Philippi after seeing a vision in Troas in Asia. This is considered his 2nd missionary journey. In Philippi he ministers to some women at the city gate and soon finds himself and Silas in prison. However, God supernaturally frees them and brings about the conversion of their jailer. They are soon released and encourage the brothers after this incident. So we learn that Paul is not a stranger to hardship, even imprisonment, particularly imprisonment for the cause of Christ.
h) In Acts 16:30-31 the Philippian jailer appeals to Paul, his prisoner, and asks, “Sirs, what must I do to be saved?” Paul answers simply, “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved – you and your household.” This simple reply highlights the minor key with respect to man’s part verses the major key of God’s part in salvation. It is the work of God, and man’s responsibility is to believe. So, when Paul expresses confidence in Phil 1:6, we can understand it arises from the truth that God is the major key in the work of salvation for the Philippian believers.

6. Dispensational Context of Philippians 1:6 (NT)
Specific books and passages may be referenced, but suffice it here to observe that the New Testament is the period of Christ and the apostles. Christ has died, risen, and ascended into heaven. The apostles, Paul included, are proclaiming the good news (Gospel) of a resurrected Christ, who offers this hope to everyone who believes.
7. Whole Bible Context of Philippians 1:6

The Bible records God’s redemptive plan to reconcile man to God since man’s fall from grace in Genesis 3. This plan of redemption included a clear representation of the height of God’s holiness and the depth of man’s wickedness. The Old Testament demonstrated the complete failure, even inability, of man to justify himself and to get right with God by his own effort. The Law was given to demonstrate how holy God was and how incapable man was of living by God’s holy standard. From Gen 3/12, the Law of Moses, to Isaiah 53/Jeremiah 33, the Prophets, summed up in the NT as “the Law and the Prophets,” God provides an answer to the problem of man’s sin that keeps man separated from God. The answer is found not in man but in God, not in man’s effort but in God’s provision, not in the Law but in grace. This grace was revealed in the promise of Genesis 3 of the Seed of the woman that would give a fatal blow to the serpent and carried in the covenant with Abraham in Genesis 3 that was unilaterally ratified in Genesis 15 by God as an unconditional and eternal promise of God to bring certain blessing, expressed prophetically/physically in the coming Servant that would suffer and die for the sins of man and expressed prophetically/spiritually in Jeremiah 33 as the new covenant whereby the law of God will be written on the hearts of men so that everyone will obey. Finally, announced by John the Baptist and validated by miracles and authoritative words and in fulfillment of the prophecies of the OT, Christ came to reveal God to mankind and accomplish for mankind what the Law was powerless to do, namely, reconcile man to God. This work of God is accomplished in Christ’s sacrifice for mankind on three levels, that of justification, whereby man is judicially declared right with God, sanctification, whereby God works in man to produce Christ-like character, and glorification, whereby God completes the progress of man’s sanctification to become like Christ. In a large respect, Philippians 1:6 encapsulates God’s plan of redemption as manifested in the Philippian believers. This work of salvation, in position, practice, and to perfection is God initiated, God empowered and God consummated. 

B. Extra-Biblical Contexts

1. Historical/Cultural Context

Philippi was an important Roman colony (cf. Acts 16:12) on the Via Egnatia, a highway for commerce from Asian provinces to Rome. The city was a military outpost where many Roman soldiers lived. The people worshipped the Roman emperor along with the Egyptian gods Isis and Serapis. This historical setting may help underscore the activity of God amidst the progress of man. While Rome had established itself as the major world power, it too would fall to the Visigoths in 410 AD. Through the centuries, Israel saw the rising and falling of three major Gentile powers until the time of Christ: Babylon, Medo-Persia, and Greece. Like the former three, Rome too would fall. However, unlike these powers the rule of God would continue, and unlike the Gentile powers that ended by falling to a stronger empire, God’s empire has none stronger and would not end but culminate by God’s choosing, on the “day of Christ,” when Christ and His saints would be glorified.
In 42 BC the Romans Octavian, Antony and Lepidus defeated Brutus and Cassius in a battle fought just west of Philippi. It was after this battle that Philippi became a Roman colony. Subsequent battles in 42 and 31 BC resulted in Philippi receiving an even higher status. The citizens enjoyed autonomous government, immunity from taxes, and treatment as if they lived in Italy. This may have fostered a kind of pride of citizenship that may have been rebuffed with “but our citizenship is in heaven” in Philippians 4:20. In 1:6 again God is the primary agent and not man, or as Paul asks and answers in Romans 3, “Where then is boasting? It is excluded.” 
Paul is writing Philippians from a Roman prison around AD 60-62 – perhaps the imprisonment as recorded in Acts 28:16-30. This is accords with the evidence of Philippians (e.g. reference to the “palace guard” in 1:13 and “Caesar’s household” in 4:22). An early writing, the Marcionite Prologue (AD 170) also gives Rome as the place of writing.  During this imprisonment, it appears that Paul also wrote Ephesians, Colossians and Philemon. Together, these letters/epistles constitute what are called the “Prison Epistles.” This parallel context helps us to understand the parallels in language between the other epistles and Philippians, even our text, 1:6.
Philippians falls into Paul’s 2nd missionary journey and is his first stop in the region. This may also explain Paul’s intimate connection/recollection of these believers, not to mention all the drama that happened in Philippi as recorded in Acts 16.

2. Geographical Context

Philippi is located in ancient Macedonia, and was a Roman colony in Paul’s day. It was an important city geographically because the Via Egnatia went right through the middle of the city. So commerce and travelers were continually passing through the city. Strategically, Paul’s gospel message would be well positioned in this important city to convert travelers and send them throughout the Roman world. Could it be that part of the larger providential work of God was in positioning the Philippian church for the greatest avenue of propagation of the gospel message?
3. Literary Context

Philippians falls into the category of epistle because it is a long, formal and often didactic letter sent to a person or group of persons. Epistles normally name the author and recipients at the beginning of the letter followed by a greeting in Paul’s epistles. This may help us to see 1:6 as not merely informative but also instructive and not only formal but also personal in that it was a letter. 1:6 was written to advance the Philippian believers knowledge of God and perhaps reinforce their relationship to God.

C. Linguistic Contexts
Greek text shows two participles and one main verb. The participles are “being confident” and “he who began.” The main verb is “will carry it on to completion” (one word in Gk). This word shares the root of the word Christ spoke, when he cried, “It is finished” (John 19:30) on the cross right before he gave up his spirit. First, we note that the main verb carries the main thought, which focuses the attention of the Philippians not on Paul’s confidence or the beginning of the good work but rather on the completion of it. Second, while it might be a coincident use of the term for “to finish” here as in the final pronouncement of Christ, there is, nevertheless, a suggestion of a kind of completion that involves satisfaction of debt, a triumph of battle, a closure that portends the beginning of a new chapter.

The Greek word for “until” is also significant in that it carries with it the idea of inclusive time (“to this very hour”) as opposed to a point in time (“at this present hour”) as found in 1 Corinthians 4:11 (cf. 2 Cor 3:14; Gal 4:2). It suggests an enduring work, activity or preservation by God in our text. 

IV. Interpretation

Some of the questions raised above may be pursued further in this section, but you may discover that you have enough answers to understand the passage without further probing or more extra-biblical insight from other references, like commentaries.


From Constable’s commentary on Philippians I get the added insight that the occasion of this epistle has to do with the receiving of gifts from the Philippians and the sending of Epaphroditus to minister to Paul and his sending Epaphroditus back to them. Constable suggests that this might have been part of the “good work” but that a larger picture may have been in view. I agree, and I would surmise that from the context that it was not even the focus in chapter 1.
Constable notes that the verse mirrors the NT emphasis on the three stages of salvation: justification, sanctification and glorification. He well reminds us that God’s sovereign work in bringing His children to glory does not mean that his children cannot resist His will in the process of sanctification. He cites Ephesians 4:30, speaking of grieving the Holy Spirit, and 1 Thessalonians 5:19, speaking of putting out the Spirit’s fire. He also notes that Christians are exhorted to persevere in faith and good works (Titus 2:11-13; Hebrews 2:1; 4:1; 6:1-8; et al.), that it is not, therefore, automatic. Constable observes that while some Christians may not persevere in faith and good works, God will, nevertheless, persevere in bringing them to glory. 
Constable also argues that the “day of Christ” speaks of the Rapture and lists the 18 references in the NT: Rom 13:12; 1 Cor 1:8; 3:13; 5:5; 15:51; 2 Cor 1:14; Phil 1:6, 10; 2:16; 3:11, 20-21; 1 Thess. 4:17; 5:2, 4; 2 Thess. 1:10; 2 Tim 1:12, 18; 4:8). He also comments on OT references:

“The expression is similar to the 'day of the Lord' (1 Thess

5:2) and the OT 'day of Jehovah' (Amos 5:18-20).

However, in contrast to the OT emphasis on judgment, the

'day of Christ Jesus' is mentioned in all cases with reference

to the NT church. It will be the time when Christ returns for

his church, salvation is finally completed, and believers'

works are examined and the believer rewarded” (Homer A. Kent,

The Expositor’s Bible Commentary: Philippians, pp. 105-6). 

V. Application

Strangely, or perhaps not so strangely, in deeply studying one verse I feel as though I have studied the whole book, even several books. I realize that while the end result of understanding this verse fully is a goal, it is not the only goal and certainly not the highest benefit. The process of reading, searching, comparing, inquiring, and thoughtfully wrestling with the text and related texts has advanced my appreciation for the Word, excited my enthusiasm for God, deepened my reverence for Christ, and propelled my aspiration to be more like Christ. 
As I reflect on this verse, the words of the Psalmist comes to mind…”Whom have I in heaven but You and on earth I desire none besides you.” When I was walking along the beach in Santa Cruz, I saw children playing in the sand. Some built holes in the sand and filled them with water. They were consumed with their project, even their little puddle of water. Yet, just a few feet away was the great Pacific Ocean. I once saw an illustration of a magnified image of two fleas riding on the back of a dog, looking up at the sky and one asking the other, “Do you really think there is a DOG?” In our lives, there are so many things going on, so many things we are trying to achieve, to figure out, to make work out. Even as Christians, we have so many things going on. These things have become our all-consuming passion. We work at them sometimes as though our lives depended on it. And in the course of our living, I cannot but think that we have forgotten that we are playing in the puddle when the ocean of God’s working is only a little ways from us. The Jews stumbled over the stumbling stone of salvation when they tried to earn their salvation by their own effort. They were so consumed with their agenda that they were not hearing God. The Scripture says, “Be still and know that I am God.” In Romans 10 we learn, “the righteousness that is by faith says, ‘Do not ask, ‘Who will ascend into heaven,’ that is to bring Christ down, or ‘Who will descend into the deep,’ that is to bring Christ up from the dead. But what does it say. The word is near you. It is in your mouth and in your heart, that is, the word of faith we are proclaiming. In that text, Paul is teaching that salvation is no great effort of man. It is the work of God. Simple. To make it complicated is to be like the Jews, who stumbled over the stumbling stone. 
Today, we have so many things that could cause us to stumble: our work, our recreation, our friends and families, our aspirations for achievement, relationship, family and any number of other things. Yet, to what end, when only one thing is important. In Ecclesiastes, we learn that the whole duty of man is to “fear God and keep His commandments.” Someone might say, “Do you mean that I should drop everything and just obey God?’ Yes! In Micah 6:8, we are told this is what the Lord requires of us: “To act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God.” There is song, “Trust and obey, there is no other way, to be happy in Jesus but to trust and obey.” But now it sounds so much like a cliché, we sort of ignore it altogether. Yet, this is the very truth that should govern our lives. It summarizes the words of Christ, when He says in Matthew 6:33 “Seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things will be added to you.” Trust and obey! 
Paul writes in Philippians 1:6, “being confident of this, that he who began a good work In you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus.” So our confidence also must be in God, that not only will He bring about the successful completion of our salvation but also produce in us by His grace the kind of Christ-like character that will be fruitfully expressed in the proclamation of the Gospel of Christ in all manner of speaking, doing, and even suffering and dying. To really accept Paul’s words here is to understand and accept the sovereign working of God. It is sovereign because it works even through our mistakes, our sins, and our short-sightedness. In other words, if you are His, He will be yours. So with this end in view and in light of God’s in-working, our take-away is to banish anxiety from our hearts and cast off the troubles of our body and remember our Creator and our Redeemer this day. He is our sovereign Lord who began and will complete our experience of salvation and the ministry of the gospel in our lives. And what shall we do? Trust and obey! 


