INDUCTIVE BIBLE STUDY – SUMMER 2007

Inductive Bible Study – Session 3
Yujin Han


I. Review

A. Keys to Inductive Bible Study

1. Observation – What do I see?

2. Interpretation – What does it mean?

3. Application – What does it matter?
II. Strategies for Reading

A. Read Thoughtfully

1. Read with your mind in gear, not in neutral

2. Analogies of what is meant

Proverbs 2:4 Seek God’s Wisdom (Biblical truth) as you would for hidden treasure. This is the modern-day equivalent of oil deposits in the Middle East.


3. Frank Morrison


This English journalist at the turn of the century set out to disprove the resurrection of Jesus Christ, but in the course of his diligent study, He instead did just the opposite, writing Who Moved the Stone?, published in 1930, still one of the best defenses of the resurrection of Christ ever produced. He wrote, “When, as a very young man, I first began seriously to study the life of Christ, I did so with a very definite feeling that, if I may so put it, His history rested upon very insecure foundations… It was about this time – more for the sake of my own peace of min than for publication – that I conceived the idea of writing a short monograph on what seemed to me to be the supremely important critical phase in the life of Christ – the last seven days… It seemed to me that if I could come at the truth why this man died a cruel death at the hands of the Roman Power, how He Himself regarded the matter, and especially how He behaved under the test, I should be very near to the true solution of the problem… the opportunity came to study the life of Christ as I had long wanted to study it, to investigate the origins of its literature, to sift some of the evidence at first hand, and to form my own judgment on the problem which it presents. I will only say that it effected a revolution in my thought. Things emerged from that old-world story which previously I should have though impossible. Slowly but very definitely the conviction grew that the drama of those unforgettable weeks of human history was stranger an deeper than it seemed. It was the strangeness of many notable things in the story which at first arrested and held my interest. It was only later that the irresistible logic of their meaning came into view.” [Who Moved the Stone? (London: Faber and Faber, 1930), pp 9-12].


B. Read Repeatedly

1. The Bible has staying power so that it stays fresh even with repeated exposure.


2. Principles for Reading Repeatedly

a) Read entire books at one sitting.

b) Start from the beginning of the book.

c) Read the Bible in different translations (ex. NIV, King James, The Message)


d) Listen to audio Bibles (Eat the Word / NIV Dramatized Bible).
Zondervan's NIV Dramatized Complete Bible - Audio Bible on MP3 CD-ROM. Zondervan Corp. 2004 ($35 @ christianbooks.com)

e) Read the Bible out loud.

f) Set up a schedule for Bible reading (see Handout).
(1) Bible in a Year
(2) Chronological Bible

The NIV Daily Bible: In Chronological Order, Softcover. F. LaGard Smith. Harvest House Publishers. 1999. ($16 @ christianbooks.com)

(3) One suggested schedule for variety of readings
(a) June – Philippians

(b) July – Hosea

(c) August – Psalms 1-75

(d) September – Psalms 76-150

(e) October – Luke

(f) November – 1 Samuel

(g) December – 2 Samuel

(h) January – Ecclesiastes

(i) February – 1 Peter

(j) March – Nehemiah

(k) April – Acts

(l) May – Genesis


C. Read Patiently

1. The saying “Nothing good happens fast” is certainly true of Bible reading.


2. Running the 1.5 Miles in high school.

3. Strategies for Reading Patiently

a) Work with one book for one month… in one year, you will have 12 books under your belt… in 5 ½ years, sixty-six.


b) Zoom in and zoom out


c) Two Principles: Be Patient with the Text. Be Patient with Yourself.

D. Read Selectively

1. Crabbing in Galveston – Our little crew vs. the Crab man

2. Six Lures

a) Who? – Who are the people in the text? – Psalm 88 (“Heman the Ezrahite”)

b) What? – What is happening in the text? What are the events? In what order? What happens to the characters? Or… what is the argument? What is the point? What is the writer trying to communicate? Or… what is wrong with this picture? (Judges 17 – Micah’s Idols /1 Samuel 15 – Saul and the Amalekites)

c) Where? – Location. Where is the narrative taking place? Where are the people in the story? Where are they coming from? Where are they going? Where is the writer? Where were the original readers of this text? (Bible Maps)

d) When? – Time. When did the events in the text take place? When did they occur in relation to other events in Scripture? When was the writer writing? (Mark 1:35! “Very early in the morning…”)

e) Why? – Why is this included? Why is it placed here? Why does it follow that? Why does it precede that? Why does this person say that? Why does someone say nothing? (Why is the Exception clause for divorce only found in Matthew’s Gospel (Matt 5/19)?)

f) Wherefore? – So what? What difference would it make if I were to apply this truth? (Note: This is the Question of Application)

E. Read Prayerfully

1. Pray before, during and after Bible Study!

2. Some Principles

a) Don’t try to imitate other Christians… if anything, learn from the newbie and from children.

Howard Hendricks, my Bible Study Methods professor, tells a story of a new believer that came to their Wednesday night prayer meeting and Bible Study. After the study, they broke up into groups for prayer. 

“Hey Howie. Where are we going?” he asked me as we headed down the hall. 
“We’re going down here to pray,” I said.

“Good night, I’ve got a problem,” he exclaimed.

“What’s your problem?”

“I can’t pray. I mean, I can’t say it the way you guys say it.”

I said, “Friend, that’s no problem. Thank God for that.”


So we began praying. I knew he wanted to participate, but he was a little hesitant. Finally, I reached over and prompted him to go ahead. I’d give anything to have a recording of what happened next. He said, “Lord, this is Jim. I’m the one that met You last Thursday, remember?” (I thought he was going to give God his zip code.) “I’m sorry I can’t say it the way the rest of these guys say it, but I really love You. Honestly, I do. And hopefully, after I know You a while, I’ll be able to say it a lot better. Thanks a lot. I’ll see you later.”

You know what that man did? He turned on a prayer meeting. You see, the rest of us were saying prayers. As usual, we were reviewing our theology, taking our tour of the mission field, scraping the Milky Way. This guy was praying. Just talking to God. Without realizing it, he was way ahead of the rest of us because he was honest before his heavenly Father. The only thing that ever moves Him is our heart (Living By the Book, p. 98).

b) Do Turn Scripture into Prayer (cf. Neh 1:4-11; Acts 4:23-31; Psalm 119)

F. Read Imaginatively

1. Avoid dry reading like the plague! Instead pray, “Lord, clothe the facts with fascination. Help me crawl into the skin of these people – to see through their eyes, to feel with their fingers, to understand with their hearts, and to know with their minds.”

2. Suggestions for Reading Imaginatively

a) Use different translations and paraphrases (ex. NASB, Phillips, King James, The Message, etc.)


b) Rewrite the text in your own paraphrase.
The Journey of the Magi (T. S. Eliot)

'A cold coming we had of it,

Just the worst time of the year

For the journey, and such a long journey:

The ways deep and the weather sharp,

The very dead of winter.'

And the camels galled, sore-footed, refractory,

Lying down in the melting snow.

There were times we regretted

The summer palaces on slopes, the terraces,

And the silken girls bringing sherbet.

Then the camel men cursing and grumbling

And running away, and wanting their liquor and women,

And the night-fires going out, and the lack of shelters,

And the cities hostile and the towns unfriendly

And the villages dirty and charging high prices:

A hard time we had of it.

At the end we preferred to travel all night,

Sleeping in snatches,

With the voices singing in our ears, saying

That this was all folly.

Then at dawn we came down to a temperate valley,

Wet, below the snow line, smelling of vegetation;

With a running stream and a water-mill beating the darkness,

And three trees on the low sky,

And an old white horse galloped away in the meadow.

Then we came to a tavern with vine-leaves over the lintel,

Six hands at an open door dicing for pieces of silver,

And feet kicking the empty wine-skins,

But there was no information, and so we continued

And arrived at evening, not a moment too soon

Finding the place; it was (you may say) satisfactory

All this was a long time ago, I remember,

And I would do it again, but set down

This set down

This: were we led all that way for

Birth or Death? There was a Birth, certainly,

We had evidence and no doubt. I had seen birth and death,

But had thought they were different; this Birth was

Hard and bitter agony for us, like Death, our death,

We returned to our places, these Kingdoms,

But no longer at ease here, in the old dispensation,

With an alien people clutching their gods.

I should be glad of another death.

c) Read Scripture in a different language (ex. Korean/Spanish).

d) Have someone read the text out loud.

e) Vary your setting.

G. Read Meditatively

1. Learn to Reflect! Yesterday vs. Today, the stage coach vs. the revolving door.

2. “Take Time to Be Holy”


3. Scriptures

a) Joshua 1:8 “but you shall meditate on it day and night so that you may be careful to do…”

b) Proverbs 23:7 “as a person thinks within himself, so is he.”

c) Psalm 1:1-2 “How blessed…in his law he meditates day and night.”

d) Psalm 119:97 “It is my meditation all the day.”

e) Psalm 19: 7-9, 14 “may…the meditation of my heart be pleasing in your site.”

H. Read Purposefully

1. Purpose Through Grammatical Structure

a) Verbs - Eph 5:18 “be filled with the Spirit”, Gen 22:10 “And Abraham stretched out his hand, and took the knife to slay his son.”


b) Subject and Object – Philippians 2:3 with Galatians 6:4 on our attitude toward one another and humility.

c) Modifiers (Adjectives and Adverbs) – Philippians 4:19 “all” follows Matthew 6:33 idea.

d) Prepositional Phrases – Philippians 1:6, “until the Day of Christ Jesus”; 4:7 “in Christ Jesus”
e) Connectives (“and”, “but”, “therefore”) – Philippians 3:20 “But our citizenship…”; Psalm 37:4 “Delight yourself in the Lord, and He will give you the desires of your heart” (cf. Prov. 3:6); Romans 12:1 “Therefore, I urge you brothers, in view of God’s mercy…”

2. Purpose Through Literary Structure

a) Biographical Structure - Persons (ex. Genesis 12-50 focus on Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and Joseph)

b) Geographical Structure – Place (Structure of Acts as it follows the geographical outline given in Acts 1:8)

c) Historical Structure – Events (Structure of the Book of Revelation hinges on certain events that move toward a climax in chapter 21). These events are the basis of the Left Behind Series.

d) Chronological Structure – Times (The Books of the Kings are both biographical and chronological in structure. Understanding times are important in Ezra and Nehemiah to properly understand the situation of the narratives.)

e) Ideological Structure – Ideas/Concepts (John – hinges on the idea of “belief” from 20:30-31; Judges 2:11-19 “cycle of disobedience”; Romans argument that the gospel is the power of God for salvation (cf. Rom 1:16). Other examples: Deut 1:1; 4:1; 32:44-47; Prov 1:1-6; Eccles. 1:1-2; 12:13-14; Isa. 6:9-13; Malachi 4:4-6; Luke 1:1-4; 2 Cor. 1:8; 13:1-10; Titus 1:5; 2:15; 2 Peter 3:1-2; 1 John 5:13).

3. Laws of Structure (see Handout)

I. Read Acquisitively (also relates to Application)
1. Read to Acquire! Read to Retain!

2. Old Proverbs: “I hear, and I forget. I see, and I remember. I do, and I understand.” Science tells us that we remember at most only 10% of what we hear, 50% of what we see and hear, but 90% of what we do, see, and hear.


3. Suggestions: Write and perform a dramatic skit of a passage of Scripture, create an audiovisual presentation, do a psychological profile, do a magic show, make a painting, or even do a dance.

J. Read Telescopically

a) The Whole is greater than the sum of its parts. Bad math; good method!


b) Take it apart. Put it back together again (Remember, context/charting)
Did you ever take something apart, only to put it back together so (1) it no longer works or (2) it no longer resembles anything like what you started with?

c) Evaluate the passage in light of the book as a whole.


