Philippians 1:12-26 Perspective & Attitude
Consider how Paul’s situation might be viewed by a non-Christian…

He is in prison and in chains. And there seems to be the possibility that he might even die. The Christian witnesses are divided. There are some who are trying to profit from preaching the gospel and are more interested in their fame than in the faith. And it appears that the Philippians are suffering as well. 

A non-Christian may conclude from this situation, “How depressing! What a failure! Where is God in all this? How can a loving God, who has called him into this ministry, allow Paul to suffer all these things?! And why doesn’t God strike down those hypocritical witnesses?!”

But instead, consider how Paul sees his situation…

So what if he is in prison and in chains, he is waiting for heaven to be with Christ. And he rejoices that he has been able to make the gospel known while in prison to all the palace guards and workers and anyone else that might inquire why he might be there. They are discovering that he is in prison for Christ’s sake. What a witness! He also knows that his brothers are taking courage from his enduring faith in prison to preach the gospel more fearlessly. And he does not really care that much that some of them are preaching Christ for the wrong reasons and with the wrong end in mind. He rejoices that at least they are preaching Christ and people are hearing and getting saved. God will deal with their bad motives. But hooray that people are getting saved! Oh yes, he might die, but what of it. Then, he will be with Christ in heaven forever. That is certainly better than being on earth, trying to live for Christ when the world is against this. Even so, he feels that he’s going to hang around so that he can continue to encourage the Philippians in their faith, so that they do not lose heart. The main thing is not the circumstances in which Paul finds himself but (1) that he is in Christ, (2) that Christ is exalted in Him, and (3) that Christ is being proclaimed. 

What might be an application from this text? Perspective an attitude can make all the difference in the world.  Paul’s perspective was that only what is done in Christ counts for anything – only what is done for Christ is worthwhile doing – only what is done through or by Christ will remain in the end. Christ is central to everything…
1:1a - Paul and Timothy are “servants of Christ Jesus.”

1:1b - They are writing to the “saints in Christ Jesus.”

1:6 – Paul is confident that God will complete the good work until the “day of Christ Jesus”

1:8 – Paul longs for the Philippians with the “affection of Christ Jesus.”

1:10 – Paul prays that the Philippians might be grow in love to the end that they will be pure and blameless until the “day of Christ.”

1:11 – Paul prays that the Philippians might be filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes “through Christ Jesus.”

1:13 – Everyone has heard that Paul is “in chains for Christ.”

1:15 – Regardless of motive and ends, Paul rejoices that “Christ is preached.”

1:16 – Paul rejoices because of the “help given by the Spirit of Jesus Christ.”

1:20 – Paul’s main concern is that “Christ will be exalted” in his body.

1:21 – For Paul, “to live is Christ” and to die is more of him.

1:23 – Paul would far prefer to be with Christ than remain in life.

1:25 – Paul is convinced that he will remain so that the Philippians might be not be saddened but their “joy in Christ” might overflow.
As someone noted before, the preponderance of mention of Christ already tells us that Christ is very important to Paul’s message. By reading the instances of the mention of Christ, we observe that Christ is important to Paul’s life as well. In fact, we might even surmise that Paul’s every thought is centered on Christ.

What sort of hardships do we face? 

Is it our job situation? Do we dislike our work? Are we stressed for lack of work? Do we not get enough money at work? Do we not like our co-workers or boss? 

Perhaps we are struggling with respect to our relationships. Our husbands are lazy. Our wives are too demanding? Our children are out of control. Or if single, perhaps your boyfriend is dragging his feet and uncommittal or the girlfriend – well, you think, should I commit to her or not? 

And on the road… that jerk cut me off… I’m going to stick right on his tail so he gets a taste of his own medicine.

Finally home… What’s on TV? What’s on at the movie theater? ESPN, two hours later…four hours later… Guess it’s time to sleep. News! Wow! Flooding…someone died. War? Hunger? Suffering? That’s awful…I wonder if Friends is on now? Paris Hilton is getting out of jail again. I can’t believe people are watching this.

It’s 9:30. I still have twenty minutes before I have to get to church. – I’m late again. Oh well! Tithe? I can miss this week. I wonder where we’re going for lunch today? What did the pastor preach on last week? How should I know? 

Do we really consider what our perspective is? What is central to our thinking? Is it Christ? What difference would it make if Christ was in fact at the center.
