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I. Review: Keys to Inductive Bible Study

A. Observation – What do I see?

B. Interpretation – What does it mean?

C. Application – What does it matter?
II. Understanding the Different Kinds of Bible Genres

A. The Epistles: Learning to Think Contextually

B. The Old Testament Narratives: Their Proper Use
C. Acts: The Question of Historical Precedent
1. The Exegesis of Acts
a) Acts as History – asking “what” and “why”; what was Luke’s purpose in writing Acts? Was it something that he intended to be normative for all Christians at all times or something else?

b) The First Step
(1) Read Acts all the way through in one or two sittings.
(2) As you read, make mental notes of such things as key people and places, recurring motifs (what really interests Luke?), and natural divisions of the book.
(3) Now go back and skim read, and jot down with references your previous observations.

(4) Ask yourself, “Why did Luke write this book?”


c) Luke’s Purpose
(1) The key to understanding Acts seems to be in Luke’s interest in this movement of the gospel, orchestrated by the Holy Spirit, from its Jerusalem-based, Judaism-oriented beginnings to its becoming worldwide (cf. Acts 1:8).’
(2) This interest in “movement” is further substantiated by what Luke does not tell us…such that church history per se was simply not Luke’s reason for writing
(a) He has no interest in the “lives,” that is, biographies, of the apostles.
(b) He has little or no interest in church organization or polity.
(c) There is no word about other geographical expansion except in the one direct line from Jerusalem to Rome.
(3) Luke’s interest also does not seem to be in standardizing things, bringing everything into uniformity.
(4) Nonetheless, we believe that much of Acts is intended by Luke to serve as a model. But the model is not so much in the specifics as in the overall picture.

2. The Hermeneutics of Acts
a) Some General Principles
(1) Two questions to ask: What happened in the early church? And what must haven in the ongoing church?
(2) Unless Scripture explicitly tells us we must do something, what is only narrated or described does not function in a normative (i.e. obligatory) way – unless it can be demonstrated on other grounds that the author intended it to function in this way.
(3) Some general principles
(a) The Word of God in Acts that may be regarded as normative for Christians is related primarily to what any given narrative was intended to teach.
(b) What is incidental to the primary intent of the narrative may indeed reflect an inspired author’s understanding of things, but it odes not have the same teaching value as what the narrative was intended to teach.
(c) Historical precedent, to have normative value, must be related to intent.

b) Some Specific Principles
(1) It is probably never valid to use an analogy based on biblical precedent as giving biblical authority for present-day actions (e.g. Gideon’s fleece, Jesus’ reception of the Spirit at baptism)
(2) Although it may not have been the author’s primary purpose, biblical narratives do have illustrative and (sometimes) “pattern” value (cf. Jesus use in Matt. 2:23-28 and Paul in 1 Cor 10:1-13)
(a) It should be noted, especially in cases where the precedent justifies a present action, that the precedent does not establish a norm for specific action.
(b) Also in warning, if one wishes to use a biblical precedent to justify some present action, one is on safer ground if the principle of the action is taught elsewhere, where it is the primary intent so to teach.
(3) In matters of Christian experience, and even more so of Christian practice, biblical precedents may sometimes be regarded as repeatable patterns – even if they are not understood to be normative. How to decide?

(a) The strongest possible case can be made when only one pattern is found (although one must be careful not to make too much of silence), and when this pattern is repeated within the NT itself.

(b) When there is an ambiguity of patterns or when a pattern occurs but once, it is repeatable for later Christians only if it appears to have divine approbation or is in harmony with what is taught elsewhere in Scripture.

(c) What is culturally conditioned is either not repeatable at all or must be translated into the new or differing culture.

(d) So it follows then…

(i) A strong case can be made for immersion as the mode for baptism.

(ii) A weaker case for the observance of the Lord’s Supper each Sunday

(iii) But almost no case at all for infant baptism

D. The Gospels: One Story, Many Dimensions
1. The Nature of the Gospels
2. The Historical Context
a) The Historical Context of Jesus – in General
b) The Historical Context of Jesus – in Paricular
c) The Historical Context of the Evangelist
3. The Literary Context
a) Think Horizontally
b) Think Vertically
c) Interpreting the Gospels as Wholes
4. Some Hermeneutical Observations
a) The Teachings and Imperatives
b) The Narratives
c) A Final, Very Important Word
E. The Parables: Do You Get the Point?
1. The Parables in History
2. The Nature of the Parables
a) The Variety of Kinds
b) How the Parables Function
3. The Exegesis of the Parables
a) Finding the Points of Reference
b) Identifying the Audience
c) The “Contextless” Parables
d) The Parables of the Kingdom
4. The Hermeneutical Question
F. The Law(s): Covenant Stipulations for Israel
1. What is the Law?
2. Christians and the Old Testament Law
3. The Role of the Law in Israel and in the Bible
a) Apodictic Law
b) Casuistic Law
4. The Old Testament Law and Other Ancient Law Codes
5. The Old Testament Law as Benefit to Israel
a) The Food Laws
b) Laws about the Shedding of Blood
c) Unusual Prohibitions
d) Laws Giving Blessings to Those who Keep Them
6. In Summary: Some Dos and Don’ts
G. The Prophets: Enforcing the Covenant in Israel
1. The Nature of Prophecy
a) The Meaning of Prophecy
b) The Prophets as Spokespersons
c) The Problem of History
2. The Function of Prophecy in Israel
3. The Exegetical Task
a) The Need for Outside Help
b) The Historical Context
c) The Larger Context
d) The Specific Context
e) The Isolation of Individual Christians
f) The Forms of the Prophetic Utterance
(1) The Lawsuit
(2) The Woe
(3) The Promise
(4) The Enactment Prophecy
(5) The Messenger Speech
(6) The Prophets as Poets
4. Some Hermeneutical Suggestions

a) A Caution: The Prophet as Foreteller of the Future

b) A Concern: Prophecy and Second Meenings

c) A Final Benefit: The Dual Emphasis on Orthodoxy and Orthopraxy
H. The Psalms: Israel’s Prayers and Ours
1. Some Preliminary Exegetical Observations
a) The Psalms as Poetry
(1) Hebrew poetry, by its very nature, was addressed to the mind through the heart.
(2) The psalms themselves are musical poems.
(3) The vocabulary of poetry is purposefully metaphorical
b) The Psalms as Literature
(1) Psalms are several different types
(2) Each psalm is also characterized by its formal structure.
(3) Each type of psalm was intended to have a given function in the life of Israel.
(4) There are also various patterns within the psalms.
(5) Each psalm has its own integrity as a literary unit.
c) The Use of Psalms in Ancient Israel
d) The Types of Psalms
(1) Laments
(2) Thanksgiving Psalms
(3) Hymns of Praise
(4) Salvation-History Psalms
(5) Psalms of Celebration and Affirmation
(6) Wisdom Psalms
(7) Songs of Trust
e) An Exegetical Sampling
f) A Special Note on the “Imprecatory Psalms”
g) Some Concluding Hermeneutical Observations
(1) Three Basic Benefits of the Psalms
(a) The psalms can serve as a guide to worship
(b) The psalms demonstrate to us how we can relate honestly to God.
(c) The psalms demonstrate the importance of reflection and meditation on things that God has done for us.
(2) A Caution – The psalms do not guarantee a pleasant life.
I. Wisdom: Then and Now
1. The Nature of Wisdom
Wisdom is the ability to make godly choices in life.
a) Abuse of Wisdom Literature

(1) People often read these books only in bits and pieces and thus fail to see that they have an overall message.

(2) People sometimes misunderstand wisdom terms and categories as well as wisdom styles and literary modes, and this can also lead to misuse.

(3) Especially in a wisdom discourse like Job, people often fail to follow the line of argument.

b) Who is Wise?

c) Teachers of Wisdom

d) Wisdom in the Home

e) Wisdom among Colleagues

f) Wisdom Expressed through Poetry

g) The Limits of Wisdom

2. Wisdom in Proverbs

a) Uses and Abuses of Proverbs

3. Some Hermeneutical Guidelines

a) Proverbs Are Not Legal Guarantees from God

b) Proverbs Must Be Read as a Collection

c) Proverbs Are Worded to be Memorable, Not to be Theoretically Accurate

d) Some Proverbs Need to be “Translated” to be Appreciated

e) Some Rules

(1) Proverbs are often parabolic (i.e. figurative, pointing beyond themselves)

(2) Proverbs are intensely practical, not theoretically theological.

(3) Proverbs are worded to be memorable, not technically precise.

(4) Proverbs are not designed to support selfish behavior – just the opposite!

(5) Proverbs strongly reflecting ancient culture may need sensible “translation” so as not to lose their meaning.

(6) Proverbs are not guarantees from God but poetic guidelines for good behavior.

(7) Proverbs may use highly specific language, exaggerations, or any of a variety of literary techniques to make their point.

(8) Proverbs give good advice for wise approaches to certain aspects of life but are not exhaustive in their coverage.

(9) Wrongly used, proverbs may justify a crass, materialistic lifestyle. Rightly used, proverbs will provide practical advice for daily living.

4. Wisdom in Job

5. Wisdom in Ecclesiastes

6. Wisdom in Song of Songs
J. The Revelation: Images of Judgment and Hope
1. The Nature of Revelation
a) The Revelation as Apocalypse
(1) The taproot of apocalyptic is the OT prophetic literature, esp. as it is found in Ezekiel, Daniel, Zechariah, and parts of Isaiah. As was the case in some prophetic literature, apocalyptic was concerned about coming judgment and salvation.
(2) Unlike most of the prophetic books, apocalypses are literary works from the beginning. The prophets were basically spokespersons for Yahweh, whose spoken oracles were later committed to writing and collected in a book. 
(3) Most frequently the “stuff” of apocalyptic is presented in the form of visions and dreams, and its language is cryptic (having hidden meanings) and symbolic.
(4) The images of apocalyptic are often forms of fantasy rather than of reality.
(5) Because they were literary, most of the apocalypses were very formally stylized.
b) The Revelation of Prophecy
c) The Revelation as Epistle
2. The Necessity of Exegesis
3. the Historical Context
4. The Literary Context
5. The Hermeneutical Questions


