SMT – The Psalms – Summer 2008
Instructor: Yujin Han

Lesson 3: Messianic Psalms II



Messianic Psalms II
Psalm 110
Introduction: This is the most quoted OT passage in the NT.
Background: Not give in the superscription so unclear.
Author: King David
Exegesis

“The LORD says to my lord” – Startling because David, the author of this psalm, was the greatest king in Israel. No one was David’s Lord except Yahweh. Yet, in this passage David declares that the LORD (יְהוָה or Yahweh) is speaking to his lord (אדֹנִי or Adonai). That is, Yahweh converses with David’s master and lord. David intentionally refers to a king that is greater than himself. There is precedent in the Scriptures where Adonai refers to Yahweh himself in passages like Joshua 5:14 and Judges 6:13. So here too Adonai can refer to the Messiah. 

“Sit ay my right hand until I make your enemies a footstool for your feet” – This place of power and significance is recognized as a paramount characteristic of the coming Anointed One. So the LORD was designating for the Messiah a position as His own right hand, making Him coequal in rank and authority with Himself and so virtually declaring His divine character.

This Psalm must have presented a quandary for David because on the one hand, God promised that David’s throne would endure forever, and on the other hand, God declared in the Psalm that a divine Messiah would rule on the throne. David must have thought that either God intended to break His covenant or an individual in the Davidic line would be divine. As we understand, God did a miracle and made the latter not only a possibility but a reality in Jesus Christ.

“The LORD will extend your mighty scepter from Zion; you will rule in the midst of your enemies. Your troops will be willing on your day of battle. Arrayed in holy majesty, from the womb of the dawn you will receive the dew of your youth.” – David describes a king much like himself but instead of David’s limited kingdom the Messiah’s authority along with His volunteer army will bar reaching enough to extend over Israel’s borders.

“The LORD has sworn and will not change His mind: ‘You are a priest forever, in the order of Melchizedek’.” First, that Yahweh swears, or makes an oath with the Messiah King, shows how serious Yahweh is about the statement that follows. It shows that it will happen with certainty. 

Second, the oath is that the Messiah King would not only hold the office of a king but would also hold the position of a priest. This was absolutely unparalleled in Israel’s history. The Law made a clear distinction between Israel’s three theocratic offices of king, prophet and priest. Who is Melchizedek?

Melchizedek first emerges in Genesis 14:18-20. A coalition of kings attacked Sodom and Gomorrah and took Lot captive. Abram enlisted 318 servants and constructed an army and “during the night Abram divided his men to attack them and he routed them, pursuing them as far as Hobah, north of Damascus. He recovered all the goods and brought back his relative Lot and his possessions, together with the women and the other people” (Gen 14:15-26). Since the attack was against the kings of Sodom, Gomorrah, Admah, Zeboiim and Bela, a representative of these kings, the king of Sodom met with Abram to thank him. In the midst of this narrative, this mysterious character Melchizedek, “king of Salem brought out bread and wine. He was priest of God Most High, and he blessed Abram, saying, ‘Blessed be Abram by God Most High, Creator of heaven and earth. And blessed be God Most High, who delivered your enemies into your hand” (Gen 14:18-20). In this brief encounter with Melchizedek, the narrative tells that he was a priest who was also king, that Abram regarded him as his spiritual superior and that his priesthood preceded the law. It is these issues that the author of Psalm 110 is emphasizing. The Messiah will be a different kind of King. He will be King-Priest who is superior not only to David but also to Abraham. His priestly authority will not come from the Levitical priesthood. 
“The LORD is at your right hand; he will crush kings on the day of his wrath. He will judge the nations, heaping up the dead and crushing the rulers of the whole earth. He will drink from a brook beside the way; therefore he will left up his head.” – Verse one speaks of the Messiah sitting at Yahweh’s right hand and here God is pictured at Messiah’s right hand. This shows that God will be the strength of the Messiah in battle. 

Characteristics

Psalm 110 appears in the middle of the first seven psalms of the fifth book of the Psalter. Psalms 107-109 record a cry for God to deliver his people; Psalms 111-113 record thanks and praise for God’s deliverance. Psalm 110, then, tells us about the Deliverer Messiah. Its central placement puts in relief the Messiah as the answer to the people’s prayers and the reason for the people’s praise.

 Psalm 110 is a Royal Psalm in that it deals with the events in the life of a reigning earthly monarch in Israel. But it is also a Messianic Psalm because it speaks of events that would not fit a historical, earthly king in Israel’s history. This psalm is like Saul’s armor in that gives the impression of being too big for the recipient, such that the psalm looks beyond David’s kingship to a divine one, represented in the Messiah.
Psalm 110 has an internal chiastic structure:

A.Political (vv 1-3)
B. Priestly (4) ****
A’.Political

Theological Points
1. Yahweh himself exalts the king and places him at his right hand (cf. Acts 2:34b-36)
2. The enthroned is adjudged to be of heavenly birth (Hebrews 1:3)
3. His is declared to be a priest (after the order of Melchizedek. (Hebrews 7:20-21)
4. Through him and in his presence. Yahweh, the world just and war hero, overcomes all enemies (1 Cor. 15:24-25).



