Survey of the New Testament – Spring 2010
Instructed by Yujin Han
Part IV: The Epistles: The New Covenant Explained

XIII. The Pauline Epistles: Group Four – Paul’s Pastoral Epistles (223)
	Letter
	Date (A.D.)
	Written From

	1 Timothy
	62
	Macedonia

	Titus
	63
	Ephesus

	2 Timothy
	64
	Rome


A. The Pastoral Epistles


1. Why are they called the “Pastoral Epistles”?

These letters are so designated because they deal with church order and discipline and because they were written to men who had the care of local churches committed to them.


2. The Circumstances of these Epistles

Upon leaving Rome, Paul headed east to Ephesus and Colossae, while sending Timothy to Philippi (Phil 1:23-26; 2:23; Philem 22). On his way to Asia, Paul stopped on the island of Crete and founded the church. Paul arrived at Ephesus and was joined by Timothy some time later. Timothy updated Paul on the Philippian church. Paul then left for Macedonia to visit Philippi and other places, writing 1 Timothy while there.

After his Macedonian visit, Paul returned to Ephesus and then departed for Spain, possibly taking Titus with him (Rom 15:24). On his return from Spain he journeyed to Crete, where he left Titus. Paul then returned to Ephesus and wrote the epistle to Titus. Paul soon left Asia Minor, going to Troas, where he encountered serious opposition. He then went through Corinth to Nicopolis, where he was arrested and taken to Rome (1 Tim 3:14-15; Tim 4:13-20). From Rome he wrote 2 Timothy shortly before his death.


B. 1 Timothy


1. Introduction to 1 Timothy


a. Authorship of 1 Timothy

Written by Paul to Timothy


b. Place and Date of 1 Timothy

Written in AD 62 while visiting the churches in Macedonia


c. Purpose of 1 Timothy

Probably because he knew that it would be a while before he saw Timothy, Paul wrote to assist Timothy in his oversight of the church. As Paul’s apostolic representative, Timothy was reminded of his authority and of his ministry responsibilities. Paul also wrote this letter to instruct those in the church about their responsibilities in the local assembly (cf. 1:3; 3:14-15; 4:6, 11-16; 5:1, 21; 6:11-15, 17). 
d. Theme of 1 Timothy

The Emphasis of this letter is the proper ministry and administration of the local church. A variety of subjects are dealt with in order to ensure that the church would be all that it should be.

e. Special Considerations on 1 Timothy

The man Timothy is mentioned more than twenty times by name in the New Testament. Aside from Luke, he was probably the closest of all Paul’s companions.

Timothy was probably converted on Paul’s first missionary journey when Paul and Barnabas preached in the cities of Lystra and Derbe. On the second missionary journey, as Paul was going through the area again, checking on the new churches, Timothy joined the group.

According to Acts 16, Timothy had a Greek father and a Jewish mother, who instructed him in the Scriptures. Timothy spent a number of years with the apostle Paul, and the two became very close (cf. Acts 16:1; Rom 16:21; 1 Cor 4:17; 16:10; Phil 1:1; 2:19-24; Col 1:1; 1 Thess 3:1-2; 1 Tim 4:12; 5:23; 2 Tim 1:7-8; 2:1, 3, 22).

2. Summary of 1 Timothy 

a. Salutation (1:1-2)

b. The Instructions Concerning Teachers in the Church (1:3-20)


c. The Instructions Concerning Life in the Church (2:1-3:16)


d. The Instructions Concerning Groups in the Church (5:1-6:2)


e. Conclusion (6:3-21) 

C. Titus


1. Introduction to Titus


a. Authorship of Titus


b. Place and Date of Titus


c. Purpose of Titus


d. Theme of Titus


e. Special Considerations on Titus


2. Summary of Titus


a. Introduction (1:1-4)


b. The Importance of Godly Leadership in the Church (1:5-9)


c. Managing False Teachers (1:10-16)


d. The Importance of Godly Living in the Church (2:1-15)


i. Church Leaders (2:1, 15)


ii. Various Groups (2:2-10)


iii. All Believers (2:11-14)


e. The Importance of Godly Living Outside the Church (3:1-9)


f. Conclusion (3:10-15)

D. 2 Timothy


1. Introduction to 2 Timothy


a. Authorship of 2 Timothy


b. Place and Date of 2 Timothy


c. Purpose of 2 Timothy


d. Theme of 2 Timothy


e. Special Considerations on 2 Timothy


2. Summary of 2 Timothy


a. Personal Greetings (1:1-7)


b. The Command to Guard the Gospel (1:8-18)


c. The Command to Suffer for the Gospel (2:1-26)


d. The Illustrations of Suffering (2:3-7)


e. The Inclusiveness of Suffering (2:8-13)


f. The Evaluation of Suffering (2:14-22)


g. The Character of Suffering (2:23-26)


h. The Command to Endure for the Gospel (3:1-17)


i. Because of Vigorous Opposition (3:1-9)


ii. Because of Faithful Teaching (3:10-15)


iii. Because of Inspired Scriptures (3:16-17)


i. The Command to Preach the Gospel (4:1-22)
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