Old Testament (a survey)
Class Notes
Session 10


God and Wisdom
Objectives

1. Review Esther
2. Review God and Wisdom (Session 10)

Notes

Review
Key word for Genesis: Beginnings
Key word for Exodus: Redemption
Key word for Leviticus: Holiness (or worship)
Key word for Numbers: Wandering

Key word for Deuteronomy: Review

Key word for Joshua: Conquest (or success)
Key word for Judges: Failure
Key word for Ruth: Kinsman-Redeemer (or loyalty)
Key word for 1 Samuel: Saul (or Saul/David)
Key word for 2 Samuel: David
Key word for 1 Kings: Division
Key word for 2 Kings: Loss
Key word for 1 Chronicles: Editorials
Key word for 2 Chronicles: Editorials of Judah
Key word for Ezra: Restoration (or Spiritual Restoration)
Key word for Nehemiah: Rebuilding the Wall (or Political Restoration)
Key word for Esther: Providence
Key word for Job: Suffering (or Sovereignty)
Key word for Psalms: Praise
Key word for Proverbs: Wisdom
Key word for Ecclesiastes: Vanity
Key word for Song of Songs: Marital Love

This unit of books helps us answer the question, “How can I live the best possible life?”
Book Summaries

Job – Deals with the question, “Why do the righteous suffer?”

The Psalms – Deals with personal and corporate expressions of worship.

Proverbs – Provides guidelines for a life of wisdom.

Ecclesiastes – Provides perspective on life.

Song of Songs (Song of Solomon) – Love poems that exalt marital love.

Key words

Selah – Used 71 times. May be a pause for instruments or for a change in volume

Maskil – a poem intended to instruct

Zion – One hill on which Jerusalem was built; term later enlarged to include all of Jerusalem; intended to communicate the special place of God’s presence.
The Book of Job
Authorship and Date
The date and authorship are not given in Scripture. Conservative scholars believe that it was written in the days of King Solomon.

Some Observations

(1) Job was a historical character (cf. Ezek 14:14, 20; James 5:11).

(2) Job lived in the times of the patriarchs (Time of Abraham)

(a) Long life – Job lived 140 years after fathering 10 children (Job 42:16)

(b) Functioned as family priest – typical role in Patriarchal times. Levites were the only ones that could function as priests in the Mosaic time and beyond.

(c) The Mosaic Law and other important revelations of the prophets are never referenced

Purpose of the Book of Job
The Book of Job addresses the question, “Why do the righteous suffer?” Although some answers may be suggested in the book, a definite solution is not given. Instead, a spiritual solution is offered in the form of the absolute sovereignty of God. When God confronts Job, Job does not demand answers but humbly submits himself to God’s sovereignty, recognizing in a fresh way the Creator-creature relationship.
A Basic Outline of Job
I. The Prologue (1:1 – 2:13)
II. Human Wisdom and Suffering (3:1-37:24)

III. Divine Wisdom and Suffering (38:1-42:6)

IV. The Epilogue (42:7-17)
The Prologue: Job’s Suffering (chaps. 1-2)
Note: The prologue and epilogue are in prose. The remainder of Job is in poetry.

The prologue sets the stage for a long dialogue between Job, his friends, and later God. We learn that Job was righteous and wealthy. Satan accuses Job of being righteous only for what he could get from God. God allows Satan to afflict Job in order to prove that Job’s faith is genuine.

Key verses in Job:
Job 1:20-22 “At this, Job got up and tore his robe and shaved his head. Then he fell to the ground in worship and said, ‘Naked I came from my mother’s womb, and naked I will depart. The LORD gave and the LORD has taken away; may the name of the LORD be praised.’ IN all this, Job did not sin by charging God with wrongdoing.”

Job 8:3-7 “Does God pervert justice? Does the Almighty pervert what is right? When your children sinned against him, he gave them over to the penalty of their sin. But if you will look to God and plead with the Almighty, if you are pure and upright, even now he will rouse himself on your behalf and restore you to your rightful place.”

Job 40:1-2 “The LORD said to Job: ‘Will the one who contends with the Almighty correct him? Let him who accuses God answer him! Then Job answered the LORD: ‘I am unworthy – how can I reply to you? I put my hand over my mouth. I spoke once, but I have no answer – twice, but I will say no more.’”
Special Considerations on Job

Job is the longest poem in the Old Testament. It is combination of prose (Prologue & Epilogue) and poetry (Chapts. 3-41). Interpreters should keep in mind that the theological dialogue is limited to the pre-Mosaic understanding of God and His purposes.

Summary of Job

The prologue provides a dramatic introduction to the main dialogue of the book. God presents Job as a righteous man (1:1, 8). He is also wealthy (1:3). 

Then the scene shifts to heaven, where Satan and the angels appear before God. God points out to Satan Job’s righteousness. Satan accuses Job of being so only because it was profitable for him to do so (1:9-10). Then God allows Satan to attack Job’s wealth and family (1:13-19) in order to reveal Satan’s faulty thinking. Then Satan accuses Job of being righteous because of his personal health. God allows Satan to attack Job’s health (2:4-8; 7:5). But Job remains true to God. 

Then, the scene shifts back to Job. His three friends come to see him. The majority of the book covers Job’s dialogue with his friends with respect to the reason for his suffering (2:11-31:40). The three friends (Eliphaz, Bildad, and Zophar) discussed and debated Job’s condition, concluding that his condition was certainly by the hand of God for some wickedness in Job. They encourage him to repent, but he defends his innocence and rebukes his friends for neither providing answers nor comfort.

After three rounds of debate with the three friends, a younger man, Elihu, pipes in with his observations (32:1-37:24). He comes closer to the truth than the others, rebuking Job for justifying himself before God. He points out that suffering can be for instruction rather than for punishment.

Finally, God breaks in to reveal Himself to Job (38:1-42:6). In two magnificent addresses, whereby God merely asks questions, Job quickly learned how great God is and how insignificant he was. Job’s response is submission. God does not explain to Job why he suffered. God simply wanted Job to trust Him and bow before Him.

In conclusion, God severely rebukes the three friends of Job for misrepresenting God. The story ends with Job being restored to health, receiving twice the wealth he had originally, and once again being blessed with ten children (42:7-17).

The Psalms

Authorship and Date of the Psalms

Approximately 2/3 of the psalms have known authors and the remaining 1/3 is anonymous. 73 of the 100 psalms with identifiable authors are clearly ascribed to David. Asaph, David’ court musician wrote twelve. Ten were written by the sons of Korah. Two are by Solomon. And one each by Moses, Heman, and Ethan.
The majority of Psalms was written during the United Monarchy (during the time covered by the books 2 Samuel and 1 Kings between 1030 and 930 BC).

There is ongoing discussion on the collection of the Psalms. Ultimately, the Holy Spirit inspired men to write these poems of praise and worship to be included into the canon of Scripture. Many scholars believe that Ezra the scribe finally compiled the 150 psalms.

Purpose of the Psalms

The Psalms cover a range of subjects, but common to all the psalms is the theme of praise. The psalms cover the range of human emotions, whether joy or sorrow, depression or jubilation, anger or gratitude, darkness or light. This book constituted a hymnal for ancient Israel and has been a source for many Christian hymns down through the ages.

Basic Outline of the Psalms

Book I: Psalms 1-41

Book II: Psalms 42-72

Book III: Psalms 73-89

Book IV: Psalms 90-106

Book V: Psalms 107-150

Special Considerations on the Psalms

Interpreters should remember that the psalms are poetry and often sung rather than read. The figures of speech, graphic imagery, parallelisms, and various literary devices must be kept in view.

Certain psalms come with captions at the beginning that help place them in their historical context and guide in the interpretation of them (e.g. Palms 7, 34, 51, 54, 56, 57, 59, 60). Sometimes the notation gives the occasion for the psalm (e.g. Psalms 81, 84, 85). Other times a musical notation is given to suggest the tune to be used or the way it is to be sung (e.g. Psalms 6, 7, 9). 
Finally, most of the Psalms were written before the Prophets and all before the New Testament, so care should be taken in interpreting them in the light of later revelation.

Summary of the Psalms

The Psalms could be categorized a number of ways. The list below is one suggestion of categorization. Certainly, certain psalms can overlap into multiple categories. 

3. Messianic Psalms

These psalms prophetically speak of the Person and work of the Messiah. Some refer only to the Lord Jesus Christ; others refer to the present king on the throne with a future view to the final fulfillment in the Lord Jesus Christ (e.g. Psalms 2, 8, 22, 69, 110).
4. Lament Psalms

In these Psalms, there is a cry to God for help because of some trouble that the Psalmist finds himself (or his nation) in. God is positioned to act on behalf of the psalmist (or Israel). Within this type of psalms there will be found a confession of trust in God (e.g. 7, 26, 60).
5. Testimonial Psalms

The essential feature of this Psalm is the declaration by the writer that he will tell others what God has done for him (“I will praise…”). The psalm looks back to some moment of need in his life and records how God met that need. It is a testimony (e.g. Psalms 30,34).
6. Pilgrim Psalms

Also known as “song of ascents,” these psalms have to do with pilgrimages to the holy city of Jerusalem. These songs were evidently sung as the Israel ascended to Jerusalem for the great annual feasts (e.g. Psalms 120-134).
7. Imprecatory Psalms

These are psalms that ask for judgment on wicked men who are enemies of the writer. These wicked men have not just offended the author but also God who is holy (e.g. Psalms 58, 109).

8. Penitential Psalms

Mostly written by David, these psalms reveal the heart of the penitent individual, sorrowing over his sin (e.g. Psalms 32, 51).


9. Wisdom Psalms

These psalms give guidelines to godly people living in this ungodly world. A philosophy of life is offered to the righteous man to help him view life more from God’s perspective (e.g. Psalms 37, 73).


10. Historical Psalms

The writer looks back on God’s dealings with the nation of Israel. The power and faithfulness of God are spoken of. These psalms often provide a “divine commentary” on  some past event in Israel’s history, giving added insight to that event (e.g. Psalms 78, 105, 106).


11. Nature Psalms

The handiwork of God in His creative work is the emphasis of these psalms. The greatness, goodness, and power of God inspired the psalmist to write (e.g. Psalms 8, 19).

The Proverbs

Authorship and Date of Proverbs

It is generally agreed that King Solomon wrote a major share of the Book of Proverbs. The book itself gives this testimony (1:1; 10:1; 25:1) and 1 Kings 4:29-32 records both the great wisdom and the prolific writing of Solomon. Since most of Proverbs was written by Solomon (chs. 1-29), a date of 950 B.C. is given for the book. The final two chapters were written by the Prophet Agur and King Lemuel. Nothing more is known about these two men.


Purpose of Proverbs

Proverbs gives wisdom from God’s perspective on all areas of human experience. A proverb is defined as a brief saying that is used to communicate much truth. The root of the word proverb carries the idea of “to govern” or “rule.” Thus, proverbs are wise, concise sayings that are to be used to govern our lives.

Basic Outline of Proverbs

I. Solomon’s Proverbs (chs. 1-29)
A. On Wisdom’s Value (1-9)

B. On Righteous Living (10-29)

II. Agur’s Proverbs: On Diverse Subjects (chap. 30)
III. Lemuel’s Proverbs: On Diverse Subjects (chap. 31)


Special Consideration on Proverbs

Since Proverbs is a book of poetry, parallelism is a key interpretive element, whether synonymous (two lines saying the same thing with similar words), antithetic (two lines saying the same thing from different sides), and synthetic (two lines saying the same thing with the latter line completing the thought of the former line). The words “wise,” “wisdom,” “knowledge,” and “understanding” are often repeated. The key phrase, appearing more than a dozen times is “the fear of the Lord.”

A Summary of Proverbs

The book of Proverbs was written to bring us to wisdom and into a disciplined life (1:2-7). Solomon is convinced that wisdom begins with a right relationship with God (1:7; 9:10). Until a man “fears the Lord” (meaning he has the proper view of God, which results in a right relationship with God) he has no real hope of living an abundant kind of life. Until a man sees God rightly, he cannot rightly view life (cf. 1 Cor 1:18-31).
Wisdom continues as the theme in chapters 1 through 9, and it is personified in several places as a woman (1:20-33; 8:1-9:18). She is seen walking in the streets of the city inviting people to come and to receive true understanding from her.
A person’s response to wisdom places him into one of four groups: The wise is the one who heeds and receives the truth and thus becomes discerning; the naïve is one who does not listen to wisdom and is easily deceived in life, believing what he wants to believe; the scoffer is cynical and sarcastic in regard to the wisdom of God and spiritual things, making it impossible to live correctly; the fool has rejected God’s wisdom and as a result is dull and wicked both morally and spiritually. The effect on one’s life of either receiving or rejecting wisdom is great (1:24-33).

All wisdom comes from the Lord, but man has a responsibility to search and seek after wisdom (2:1-12). So although the “fear of the Lord” is the beginning of wisdom, man needs to study and to learn God’s truth and increase in wisdom (cf. 2 Tim. 2:15). Having true wisdom will keep one from making some terrible errors in judgment (e.g. 7:6-23) and will bring a person into an abundant kind of life (8:35).

After the section on the value of wisdom (1:1-9:18), Proverbs becomes a collection of individual proverbs dealing with a wide range of subjects. In chapters 10-29 there is a general theme of righteous living but no particular order or grouping of these proverbs. Some of the major subjects dealt with in this section are the use and abuse of the tongue, the benefits and blessings of work and diligence, good friends, child training, the positive and negative aspects of sex, wealth, God’s guidance, and the blessings of being wise.

The Book of Ecclesiastes

Authorship and Date of Ecclesiastes

The authorship of Ecclesiastes is greatly debated. Nevertheless, King Solomon seems to be best choice for the following reasons:

(1) The author says that he was the “son of David, king in Jerusalem” (1:1, 12)

(2) The wisdom, wealth and great building projects fit with Solomon’s life (1:13-16; 2:4-10 compared with 1 Kings 3:12; 4:29-32; 10:14-29).

(3) Solomon certainly had the time and money to do all the things discussed in Ecclesiastes
Solomon may have written this book near the end of his life, having first walked with the Lord and then turning away from the Lord. In hindsight, it becomes a reflection on Solomon’s experiential awareness of the emptiness of living away from the Lord. Since Solomon died in 931 B.C., the book may have been written shortly before this date. 

The author identifies himself as “Koheleth” or the “Preacher,” and in many ways Ecclesiastes is a sermon based on certain life observations and OT passages.

Purpose of Ecclesiastes

Ecclesiastes records a man’s struggle to find meaning and fulfillment in life. The basic theme is that life is empty and meaningless (temporal – under the sun) apart from a right relationship with God (eternal – above the sun). Unless a man comes to know the Creator, nothing in the creation can bring him peace and satisfaction. Everything will be vain (1:2; 12:8), and all his pursuits will only leave him discontent and empty.

Basic Outline of Ecclesiastes
I. Prologue: Introductory Thoughts on Human Futility (chap. 1:1-3)

II. Some Demonstrations on Human Futility (chaps. 1:4 – 3:22)

III. Some Developments on Human Futility (chaps. 4:1 – 12:8)

IV. Epilogue: Concluding Thoughts on Human Futility (chaps. 12:9-14)

Key Verse

Ecclesiastes 12:13 “Now all has been heard; here is the conclusion of the matter; Fear God and keep his commandments, for this is the whole duty of man.”

Special Considerations of Ecclesiastes

Solomon wrote Ecclesiastes from what appears in part a secular perspective, perhaps intending to meet the unsaved man on his own level and way of thinking. He wished to show man that knowledge, pleasure, wealth, material possessions, and even hard work cannot bring lasting contentment. Solomon’s writing is really an apologetic for living according to God’s standards (12:13).

In approaching the subject as he did, Solomon used several words and phrases repeatedly. The word “vanity” (used 37 times) refers to that which “vanishes away” like a mirage. So much or man’s pursuits fall into this category. “Vanity of vanities” (1:2) is not a verdict on life in general but on life lived apart from God.

The phrase “under the sun” (used 27 times) speaks of the reasonings of the secular man, as he views life on the purely natural plane. It is this point that many have had difficulty with some statements found in the book (e.g. “For the fate of the sons of men and the fate of beasts is the same,” 3:19). But it must be remembered that much of this book is written from the perspective of secular human reasoning. These are the thoughts of the man who lives “under the sun.”

Solomon also speaks of man’s pursuits in life as “striving after wind.” This phrase emphasizes that apart from God, man spends his life engaged in matters that cannot bring contentment, but rather bring emptiness and dissatisfaction.


A Summary of Ecclesiastes

Solomon began by noting that man’s life, like nature, is an endless cycle (1:3-11). Everything “under the sun” is empty and meaningless. He then recalled those things to which he had given his life: knowledge, pleasure, wealth, material possessions, and hard work. But these things did not bring contentment and peace. All of them turned out to be “vain.” 
Interwoven in the pessimism of the book is the positive idea that a true relationship with God does bring joy and satisfaction (e.g. 2:24-26; 3:12-15; 5:7, 18; 8:12). Solomon concludes the book by exhorting young people to seek God early in life, thus avoiding the emptiness of life without Him (12:1-7). He encourages men to fear God; that is, to reverence and commit themselves to Him. They are also told to obey His commandments (12:13). Adherence to these truths brings joy and contentment (cf. John 15:10-11). A man can enjoy the creation if he knows the Creator.

Song of Songs (Song of Solomon)

Authorship and Date of Song of Solomon
The traditional viewpoint of the Jewish rabbis and conservative Christian scholars is that the entire book was written by Solomon. The book itself says as much (1:1). Also, his name is mentioned several times in the text (1:5; 3:7, 9, 11; 8:11-12).

Purpose of Song of Solomon

This lengthy poem elevates human, sexual love to the place that God intended. Although the Bible warns of the negative consequences of immorality, it also extols the blessings and come from moral behavior. The book records the reminiscences of a bridegroom and his bride. In so doing, the Scripture shows the joys of physical love within the boundaries of marital commitment.

Basic Outline of Song of Solomon

I. Courtship: Preparation for Marriage (chaps. 1:1-3:5)
II. Consummation: Fulfillment within Marriage (chaps. 3:6-5:1)

III. Commitment: Realities of Marriage (chaps. 5:2-8:14)

Special Considerations on Song of Solomon

Three prominent interpretations of this book are allegorical, typical and literal. The widely held attitude that God would not include such an explicit love poem in the sacred Scriptures argues for an allegorical interpretation that sees God’s love for Israel or a typical interpretation that sees Christ’s love for the church. But it is better to interpret this book normally and literally as a poem of human love. 
Even if the Song of Solomon is merely a collection of songs describing the bliss of lovers in wedlock, it is not thereby rendered unworthy of a place in the Bible, unless marriage is to be regarded as a fall from a state of innocence… The entire range of man’s legitimate joys finds sympathetic and appreciative description in the Bible (John Sampey, “Song of Songs,” in International Standard Bible Encyclopedia (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1949, 5:2833).

It should be remembered that the Bible speaks clearly and forcefully on human sexuality in other places as well as this one. Sex rightly used is a joy and blessing (e.g. Prov 5:15-19; Heb 13:4), whereas sex wrongly used brings pain and grief (Prov 7:21-23; 1 Thess 4:5-7). Should the story of Lot’s committing incest with his daughters in a cave belong in the Bible, and Solomon’s love for his new bride be excluded? The Song of Solomon should be interpreted literally as a personal love poem, giving additional wisdom from God on human sexuality.

A Summary of Song of Solomon

This poem consists mainly of the reminiscences of Solomon and his bride (the Shulammite girl) as they think back over their meeting, courtship, and marriage. The girl was from a poor family in Ephraim. One day she met a young shepherd (who was really King Solomon in disguise). It was love at first sight for both of them. The shepherd had to leave her but promised to return. After an extended absence he did return, but in the grandeur as king of Israel. It was only then that she realized that her shepherd lover was none other than Israel’s king. Solomon took her back to his palace in Jerusalem as his bride. The poem records their joy and pleasure, as well as some of the difficulties they faced. Their love relationship reveals that genuine love in the context of marital commitment is beautiful, uplifting, and satisfying. It carries with it pleasant memories without any guilt or self-reproach.
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