Old Testament (a survey)
Class Notes for Yujin Han
Session 2


Old Testament Interpretation, Quick History,
and Genesis 1-11
Objectives

1. Learn how to properly interpret Old Testament Scriptures
2. Learn how to give a quick overview of Old Testament history 

3. Learn about creation, the flood, and the tower of Babel in Genesis 1-11 (Review Genesis 1:27)

Notes

Basic Principles for Interpreting the OT

* Overarching principle: Holy Spirit guides into all truth (John 16:13)

1. Determine the Kind of Literature – poetry (analogies, figures of speech, etc), history (factual), sermons, instruction, narratives, letters, philosophy, prophecy.
Ex. Of Poetry/Figures of Speech: Parallelism (Synonymous - Job 20:6; Psalm 24:2); Metaphor (Psalm 23:1); Anthropomorphism – 2 Chron 16:9) 
2. Determine the Context (book theme – chapter context – surrounding verses)

Ex. Exodus 20:13 You shall not kill (literal – but capital punishment); Exodus 20:16 You shall not bear false witness (but Rahab)
3. Determine the Historical Situation 

Ex. Ps 51/David’s sin with Bathsheba and against Uriah

Ex. Prov 30:8 in understanding Matt 6:11
4. Determine the Grammatical Meaning (Bible dictionaries, encyclopedias, word studies, commentaries)
Lam 3:22 Hesed; Deut. 6:4 (shema) – Use of Elohim (Plural of Number/Plural Intensive)
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Sh'ma Yisrael Adonai Elohaynu Adonai Echad. 
Hear, Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is One.

5. Determine Your Own Spiritual Condition


John 16:13 Spirit guides you into all the truth
1 Cor 2:10-16 Spiritual Discernment
1 John 2:27 The anointing teaches
John 4:24 in Spirit and in truth
Psalm 119:97-100 More understanding than…

Quick Overview of Old Testament History in Twelve Steps

4. CREATION
“In the beginning God created…” (Gen. 1:1)

1. Day and night

2. Sky

3. Sea, land and plants

4. Sun, moon and stars

5. Fish and birds

6. Land animals and man

7. God rested

Genesis 1:26-28 “God created man in His own image…”

1. To multiply

2. To rule and subdue

5. FALL

Genesis 3

Command --> Sin --> Death --> Promise (Gen. 3:15)

6. FLOOD

Gen. 6

Tower of Babel (Gen. 11)

People scattered all over the world

7. ABRAHAMIC COVENANT

Gen. 12:1-3

1. Land – Deut. 30 (Palestinian)

2. People – Gen. 15:4-5

3. Kingdom – 2 Sam 7 (Davidic)

Abraham’s Family Tree

Abraham – Hagar ---> Ishmael

Abraham – Sarah ---> Isaac – Rebekah ---> Esau and Jacob

Jacob


By Leah ---> Reuben(1), Simeon(2), Levi(3), Judah(4)…Issachar(9), Zebulun(10)


By Bilhah (Rachel’s maidservant) ---> Dan(5), Naphtali(6)


By Zilpah (Leah’s maidservant) ---> Gad(7), Asher(8)


By Rachel ---> Joseph(11), Benjamin(12)

Joseph sold into slavery ---> Down to Egypt ---> Joseph’s Dream/Famine Relief

8. BONDAGE

430 Years

9. EXODUS

Call of Moses (Ex 3)

“Let my people go…”

Ten plagues (Ex 7-12)

Passover (Ex 12)

Crossing the Red Sea

Sin

10. WANDERING

40 Years

Onward to the Promised Land

11. PROMISED LAND

Jericho – The walls came tumbling down

12. JUDGES

Sin --> Captivity --> Repentance --> Deliverance --> Sin… (at least 8x)

13. Monarchy

1095 

Saul – “God desires obedience over sacrifice”

David – Man after God’s own heart”

Solomon – “There was none wiser in all the world.”

14. Divided Kingdom

975 BC

Northern Kingdom (Israel) 

Southern Kingdom (Judah)

15. EXILE

Israel exiled in 722 BC (Assyria)

Judah exiled in 605/586 BC (Babylon)

16. RETURN

536 BC – Cyrus (Ezra 1)

Temple completed under Zerubabel

Glory departs from the Temple (Ezek 10:18)

Destruction of the Temple

17. 400 YEARS OF SILENCE
The Book of Genesis 

General Observation: First eleven chapters covers something in the order of 2000+ years whereas the remaining thirty-nine chapters focus on three hundred years.

The creation of the world was by the triune God (1:1 elohim; 1:2 Spirit of God; 1:26 Let us make…; cf. John 1:3; Col 1:16; Spirit/breath? - Job 33:4 confusing because of Ps 33:6 with Gen 2:7).
18. Genesis 1:1-2:3
Genesis – from Greek meaning “beginnings”

Bara – Hebrew for “create” - new creation – ex nihilo – out of nothing (tohu va bohu / “formless and void”)

Gen 1:1 – God created “heavens and the earth”

Gen 1:21 – God created “animals”

Gen 1:27 – God created “man and woman” – Third time significant, final creation, “very good” (may apply to totality of creation act as well)
Power of God – He spoke the world into existence “Let there be…” and “there was.” (cf. Rev. 19:15,21 where God will overcome enemies with the “sword of his mouth”)

Two responsibilities of mankind
1. Multiply – sexual reproduction a command/pleasing to God

2. Rule & subdue – responsibility of caring for creation

19. Creation (Gen 2:4-25)

The Accounts of Creation – Liberal scholars would see two contradictory creation accounts in Genesis 1 and Genesis 2, but they neglect to see that these accounts complement each other rather than being opposing accounts.

	Genesis 1 – 2:3
	Genesis 2:4-25

	Focuses on God’s creation of the universe.
	Focuses on God’s creation of human beings

	Builds day by day from lesser to greater and without much detail.
	Immediately tells of God’s creating man and provides the details of man’s work and the creation of woman later.

	Emphasizes the fact of creation – the what
	Emphasizes the reason for creation – the why

	
	


Key Teachings

1. God created human beings for companionship

2. Male and female complement each other (woman created from man’s rib as opposed to his foot bone ==> speaks of essential equality)
3. God intended a committed and permanent, monogamous relationship between man and woman.
4. God gave human beings freedom of choice. Perhaps this is the only occasion when human kind was totally free.

5. God gave humans chores to do in taking care of God’s created world.

Archeological note: The Garden of Eden may have been in Iraq near the Tigris and Euphrates River

20. Choosing to Rebel (Gen 3)

The progressive nature of temptation (3:1-5)
1. God’s command is questioned: “Did God really say…” (v. 1)

2. God’s command is distorted: “…and you must not touch it…” (v. 3)

3. God’s command is contradicted: “You will NOT surely die” (v. 4)

4. God’s intentions are maligned: “For God knows…” (v. 5)


The progressive nature of sin (3:6) – compare to 1 John 2:16
1. It was good for food – lust of the flesh
2. It was pleasing to the eye – lust of the eyes

3. It was desirable for gaining wisdom – boastful pride of life

God created a perfect environment for Adam and Eve, providing them everything they needed. However, they rebelled against God because of their selfish desires. God’s instructions are not intended to deprive of good but to preserve the good God intended.

Sin destroys Relationships/brings Consequences
1. Relationship with God


Fear and shame

Alienation from God – out of the Garden of Eden (a Cherubim blocks the way to the Tree of life (access is restored in Rev. 22:2 to the redeemed).

Physical and spiritual death

2. Relationship with each other


Blamed each other


Contest of wills
3. Relationship with creation


Produce through toil


Pain in childbirth

Some Additional Observations


1. Adam was not deceived…therefore, willful disobedience (1 Tim 2:14)

2. Immediate spiritual death that impacted all humankind after him (Rom 5:12-19)

Hope

Gen. 3:15 (Protoevangelion)
The singular use of “seed” may have reference to Christ. While Satan would give Christ a non-fatal blow because of His resurrection, Christ would give Satan a fatal blow to the head. Romans 16:20 seem to allude to this.

God’s provision of skins to wear

May be a picture of sacrificial atonement (Heb 9:22 need for shedding of blood in forgiveness)
21. The Sorrow of Sin (Gen. 4-5)

Cain and Abel’s Offering

Why did God accept Abel’s offering? Abel was righteous (1 Jn 3:12; Gen 4:7), Abel brought better sacrifice (Heb 11:4): fat portions of the firstborn

Cain’s Punishment

(1) In-kind punishment – Cursed from the ground; will not yield crops for him

(2) Became a nomad (wanderer)

(3) Sent out from the presence of the Lord

God’s Mercy

(1) God marked him to protect him from being killed

(2) God blessed Cain with wife and children

(3) God allowed Cain to prosper as a builder of cities

The spread of sin

Eve (deception) --> Adam (willful disobedience) ---> Cain (secret murder) ---> Lamech (polygamy/open murder) ---> Every inclination of the heart was evil all the time (Gen 6)
Consequences of Sin

Everyone except Enoch (5:24) died as God said (2:17)

Reduction in Lifespan (Before flood: 300-700 yrs avg.; After Noah: 100-200 yrs avg. – cf. Gen. 6:3 but Gen 11:10f; cf 1 Pt 3:20 for alternative view)

Always a remnant (Seth – cf. 4:26; Noah – 6:9) – Lineage of Christ (Adam-->Seth (4:25) --> Shem (9:27) --> Abraham (12:3) --> Isaac (21:12) --> Jacob --> (25:3) --> Judah (49:10).
Some General Observations

Adam is a type of Christ (cf. Rom 5:14) – Adam as head of old creation, Christ as head of new creation

22. Beginning Again (Gen 6-11)

The Flood (Gen 6-9)

What did God see? (v. 5) Greatness of man’s wickedness; every inclination evil all the time.

What did God feel? (v. 6) Grieved for creating man; heart filled with pain (Anthropomorphisms in the Bible – God is spirit – John 4:24)

What did God decide? (v.7) Wipe out all man, land animals, birds

Why did God make an exception for Noath? (vv. 8-9) He was righteous, blameless, and walked with God (cf. Micah 6:8)
Regarding the Ark and the Flood

The Ark: 450 feet long, 75 feet wide, 45 feet high. It had three decks with a total sq footage of 95,700 (most homes today are around 2500 SQFT). 

The flood came 120 years after God’s pronouncement of judgment, which speaks of God’s patience. The flood lasted for over an year, and it covered the whole earth, such that even the highest mountains were covered over by more than twenty feet (Gen 7:19-20; cf. Ps 104:1-9).

Archeological Find: Gilgamesh Epic (the saga of an ancient Babylonian king, Gilgamesh) in the 7th c BC includes an expanded floor story on Tablet 11. The best known copy of the Epic was found at Nineveh on a series of baked clay tablets. This epic tells the story of a great flood brought on earth by the wrath of the gods and includes a hero who is told to build a ship, to take every kind of animal along, and to use birds to check if the water had receded. Copies of the Epic and other flood stories have been found in the Near East. The popularity of the flood theme argues for its historicity and supports the flood of Noah’s time.

Archeology: Noah’s ark may have landed on Mt. Ararat in Turkey. Some people think it landed in the general area of the mountains of northern Iraq. 

* Similarities and Differences between covenant with Adam and Noah

	Provision
	Adam
	Noah

	Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth
	Yes (1:28)
	Yes (9:1)

	Subdue the earth and rule over…
	Yes (1:28)
	

	I give you every seed-bearing plant…for food
	Yes (1:29-30)
	Yes (9:3)

	The fear and dread of you…
	
	Yes (9:2)

	Everything that lives and moves will be food…
	
	Yes (9:3)

	But you must not eat meat that has lifeblood…
	
	Yes (9:4)

	Capital punishment
	
	Yes (9:5-6)

	Never again destroy the world by water... gave rainbow as a sign of the covenant
	
	Yes (9:12-25)


The People of the World (Gen 10)

Details the beginning of the 2nd humanity from Japheth, Ham and Shem


Japhethites – maritime peoples (10:5)


Hamites – Canaan-Hittites, Jebusites, Amorites, Hivites; Babylon, Assyria – 
many future enemies of Israel

Semites – Lineage of Abraham; Israel/Jews

The Tower of Babel (Gen 11:1-9)
Chose to be in one place against God’s command to fill the earth (9:1) – 11:1-4

Wanted to make a name for themselves/Pride (11:4)

“Nothing they plan to do will be impossible for them” (11:6) – Means unchecked rebellion

God scatters them (11:7-9) – Fulfills his original will to have people fill the earth.

