Old Testament (a survey)
Class Notes
Session 3


God and His Creation / God and His Patriarchs
Objectives

1. Review Books of the Bible Chart with One-word summary

2. Review God and His Creation section of Textbook
3. Review God and His Patriarchs section of Textbook

Notes

Bible Chart with one-word summary

Review God and His Creation (see last week’s notes)

God and His Patriarchs (Genesis 12-50)

4. Abraham (Gen 12:1-9)


See Map – Journey of Abraham: Gen 12-23

Call of Abraham (Gen 12:1-5) – an experience of faith
Obedience of Abraham (Gen 12:4; cf. Heb 11:8-10)
1500 mi trip from Ur (capital of ancient kingdom of Sumer in Mesopotamia) to Haran to Canaan. Must go along the Fertile Crescent because of the Arabian Desert that precludes direct travel.
Abraham left familiar surroundings, familiar gods (Josh 24:2-3) to live the insecure life of a nomad in obedience to God.
Archeology: Famous Royal Tombs at Ur (c. 2500 BC) revealing gold and silver objects of great beauty. These were excavated in Iraq and excavations have continued on and off since the 1800s.

Archeology: Boghazkoy, Hittite Capital. The ancient Hittites’ large capital city has been recovered about 90 miles east of Ankara, Turkey. The city had fallen around 1200 BC. Although Hittites are mentioned often in the OT, almost nothing was known about them until modern times. One hundred years ago, critics thought the Hittites were an imaginary people made up by the biblical authors. Finding the Hittite’s empire forced that claim to be withdrawn and supported the biblical record.

The Abrahamic Covenant and Subsequent Covenants

(1) The Basic Provisions of the Abrahamic Covenant

- Personal Blessings for Abraham (Gen 12:2; 13:16; 15:5; 17:6)

- Blessings to Abraham’s Descendants (via line of Isaac & Jacob – Gen 26:3-6; 28:13-14; 35:9-12; Greatness as a Nation - Gen 12:2; 13:16; 15:5; Land of Canaan gen. from river of Egypt to the Euphrates River – Gen 12:7; 13:15-17; 15:7-8; 17:8)

- Universal Blessing (Gen 12:3; 18:18; 22:17-18; 26:3-4; 28:13-14; cf. Ultimate fulfillment in Christ - Gal 3:16)

(2) The Nature of the Abrahamic Covenant

- It is an Everlasting Covenant (Gen 13:15; 17:7-8, 13, 19; cf. Jer 31:36)

- It is an Unconditional Covenant 

“This is an extremely critical point in interpreting numerous passages of Scripture that have to do with Israel’s possession of the land of Canaan, here continuance as a nation, the reign of her Messiah on the earth, and her future redemption. The unconditional character of this covenant is undoubtedly one of the most important keys in Bible interpretation.” (Paul N Benware, Survey of the Old Testament, pp 37-38).

Confirmation in Gen 15 (God alone walks between the pieces of the sacrificial animals. In Gen 17 circumcision is made a part of the covenant as a sign though not as a condition. Sin and failure could delay but not negate the covenant fulfillment.
- The Abrahamic Covenant and Other Biblical Covenants


- Abrahamic Covenant (Key text: Gen 12)

- The Palestinian Covenant (Key text: Deut 30) – Israel’s right to the land of Canaan. God promised this land to Abraham “forever (Gen 13:15; 17:8), but they could be removed from it on account of sin. There was also provision for restoration to the land once removed (cf. Deut 30:4-10; Lev 26:14, 32-42; Num 34:1-12; Ezek 36:24-36).

- The Davidic Covenant (Key text: 2 Sam 7) – Develops the original covenant and has to do with dynasty, nation, and throne. The promises regarding the seed of Abraham were developed in the Davidic Covenant (cf. 2 Sam 7:11-16; Ps 89:3-26; Jer 33:14-22).

- The New Covenant (Key text: Jer 31) – Focuses on the spiritual blessing and redemption of Israel. More than this, the Gentiles are included as well, and so Gen 12:3 (cf. Jer 31:31-40; Luke 22:20; Heb 8:6-13).

- The Mosaic Covenant (Key text: Ex 20; Gal 3) – This was a conditional covenant between God and Israel at Mt. Sinai. It is not part of the Abrahamic Covenant. It was conditional and designed to be temporary.
5. Abraham (Gen 12:10-14; 13-14; 16)

Abraham and Pharaoh (Gen 12:10-20) – example where Abraham did not trust in the providence of God (cf. Gen 20 – again with Abimelech)
Abraham traveled to Egypt to find food during a famine.

He feared for his life because his wife was beautiful. So he asked that she refer to herself as his sister rather than his wife.

The Lord protected Sarah’s purity by sending sickness on Pharaoh and his household.

Abraham and Lot (Gen 13-14) – example where Abraham trusted in the providence of God
Abraham and Lot were both wealthy and because their herds were so numerous Abraham’s herdsman and Lot’s herdsmen clashed.

Abraham lets Lot choose the land where he wants to settle. Lot chose the fertile land of Sodom. He chose this purely for material reasons. 

Abraham rescues Lot (Gen 14) – note particularly that Abraham gave 1/10 of everything to Melchizadek (“My King is righteousness”), king of Salem (shortened form of “Jerusalem”), called the priest of God Most High (cf. Heb. 7:1)

Abraham and Hagar (Gen 16) – example where Abraham did not trust in the providence of God
Sarah persuaded Abraham to have a child by Hagar.

“According to the Nuzi tablets, ancient Hurrian cuneiform documents dealing with custom and law of this period, the action of Abram and his wife in this respect was perfectly legitimate. Any children born of this proxy arrangement would be considered legal heirs of the husband unless and until children should be born of the wife herself” (Eugene H Merrill, An Historical Survey of the Old Testament, p. 76).

Archeology: The Nuzi Tablets were discovered in excavations at the ancient city of Nuzi east of the Tigris River. Over 20,000 baked clay tablets were recovered dating between 1500 – 1401 BC. Many of these tablets had cuneiform writing on them and reveal customs and stories very similar to those found in Gen 15-31, such as marriage, adopting an heir, surrogate mothers, and inheritance. Because cultures changed very slowly in the ancient Near East, these tablets help explain some of the common practices that span the entire patriarchal period 2000 – 1500 BC.
Archeology: Haran – A village of Harran exists in Turkey today, and has been found to stand atop the ancient one from the OT period. Near Haran are villages that still bear the names of Abraham’s great-grandfather and grandfather, Serug and Nahor, as mentioned in Gen 11:22-26. Haran was the father of Lot (Gen 11:27). The cities of Ur and Haran both had the moon god as their main deity. Terah, father of Abraham, worshiped “other gods” (Joshua 24:2) and moved his family from Ur, in southern Mesopotamia (Iraq today), to Haran in the North (Gen 11:27-31).
Consequence – Ishmael born ----> Current-day Arabs, the people of Islam…Some Arabs may have come from Abraham’s wife Keturah (after Sarah died).
6. Abraham and Isaac (Gen 15; 17-22)

God’s Covenant with Abraham (Gen 15:7)
Characteristics of God’s Covenant with Abraham

(1) God’s grace established the covenant

God promised Abraham the land between the Egypt R. and the Euphrates R.

(2) The stipulations of the covenant vary in Genesis 15 and 17

1. Walk before God

2. Male circumcision (sign of the covenant) – Baptism is a similar NT sign 
(3) God gave signs of the covenant which would reassure Abraham

1. The promise of possessing the land would not be fulfilled in his lifetime

2. God’s plan for him and his descendants was a long-range plan

3. God used customs familiar to Abraham to communicate His truth

4. Abraham’s descendants would not have smooth sailing – 400 years of captivity to Egypt

5. One part of God’s purpose in giving the land to Abraham’s descendants would be to execute judgment on sinful tribes then occupying the land

(4) God’s covenant provided blessings

1. Descendants

Gen 15:5 offspring as numerous as the stars

Gen 17:4 be father of many nations

Gen 17:6 kings will come from you
2. Property

Gen 15:7 possession of the land

17:8 Canaan, an everlasting possession

3. Long life

Gen 15:15 buried in peace at a good old age

(5) God’s covenant is everlasting (17:13, 19)
Sodom and Gomorrah (Gen 18-19)
Three visitors and Abraham’s Pless (Gen 18)

Destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah (Gen 19)

Abraham and Abimelech (Gen 20)

Birth of Isaac and Abraham Tested (Gen 21-22)


Miracle of Isaac’s Birth (Gen 21)

Sacrificed only son (Gen 22) – compare to God’s giving Christ, one and only Son – example where Abraham trusted in the providence of God (cf. Heb 11:17-19)

Death of Sarah (Gen 23) – Buying the burial ground from Ephron the Hittite
7. Isaac and Jacob (Gen 24-27)

A Wife for Isaac (Gen 24) – story of Abraham’s servant getting a wife for Isaac - 
The Death of Abraham (Gen 24:1-11)

Gen 25:8 “Then Abraham breathed his last and died at a good old age, an old man and full of years: and he was gathered to his people.”
Jacob

	Isaac
	Jacob

	Firstborn
	

	Would serve his brother
	Descendants would be stronger

	Red and hairy
	Mama’s boy

	Outdoorsman
	Quiet homebody

	Nicknamed Edom (Edomites)
	

	Shortsighted
	Manipulator

	Displeased parents by marrying foreign women
	


The birth and the birthright (Gen 25:19-34)

Jacob persuaded Esau to give up his birthright with some soup.
By Rebekah’s stratagem, Jacob deceived Isaac into giving him the firstborn’s blessings rather than Esau. The blessing included material blessings, political power, and rule over the family. Blessings could not be retracted. Esau was grieved, angry and ready to kill Jacob --- > Rebekah sends Jacob away to uncle Laban --- story of deception turned on its returning to its founder.
The birthright belonged to oldest son. Even though Esau and Jacob were twins, Esau secured the birthright because he was born moments before Jacob. The benefit of a birthright included (1) having precedence over the other children, (2) receiving a double share of the inheritance, (3) and becoming head of the clan at the father’s death (Gen 43:33; Deut 21:7; 1 Chron 5:1). However, these benefit could be lost through some offense (ex. Reuben – defiled father’s bed), traded (Esau traded for some soup), or negated by the father’s last will. This last will was called the “blessing” and was actually more important than the “birthright” since the rights of the oldest son might be modified or even cancelled. The pronouncement of blessing was legally binding. 

“In an essentially nonliterate society, oral transactions were extremely important; and the oral blessing had the force of a legally-binding oral will, as texts from the Mesopotamian city of Nuzi demonstrate. The binding character of the blessing is clear because Esau did not argue for a transfer of the blessing to him just because a mistake had been made. He merely asked for some additional blessing.” (Howard F. Voss, Genesis, p. 105).
With respect to Esau trading his birthright for food, the Bible calls Esau “godless” because he despised his birthright (Heb 12:16). It could be that Esau assumed that since he was the favorite of Isaac, he would get it all back when his father blessed him. While he was correct in his thinking, he did not count on Jacob’s deception (Gen 27:1-45). 

8. Jacob and Joseph (Gen 28-31)

Jacob’s High Spiritual Experiences (Gen 28-31)

Jacob’s dream (Gen 28:10-22)

God promises Jacob…

(1) Land

(2) People

(3) Blessing all people

(4) God’s presence and providence

(5) Bring back to the land

Jacob’s Response

(1) Awe

(2) Memorial

(3) Naming (Bethel)

Jacob’s Late-night Encounter

Leah – Zilpah and Rachel – Bilhah
Children of Jacob (cf. blessings in Gen 49)
(1) Reuben (by Leah) – Firstborn / slept with Father’s Bilhah

(2) Simeon (by Leah) – Killed the men of Shechem with Levi for Dinah’s rape by Hamor

(3) Levi (by Leah)  – Killed the men of Shechem with Levi for Dinah’s rape; also future priestly line (Levites)
(4) Judah (by Leah) – Fourth son, but the wickedness of the first three sons made him to be the recipient of the first-born’s blessing == > lineage of royalty and of the Christ. Would later rule the Southern Kingdom of Judah when the kingdom is divided after Solomon. Judah would control 2 of the 12 tribes (itself and Bejamin).
(5) Dan (by Bilhah) 
(6) Naphtali (by Bilhah)
(7) Gad (by Zilpah)
(8) Asher (by Zilpah)
(9) Issachar (by Leah)
(10) Zebulun (Dinah born this time also; both by Leah)
(11) Joseph (by Rachel) – double blessing b/c of faithfulness in spite of much adversity. Ephraim becomes the Israel of the Northern Kingdom when the kingdom is divided after Solomon. It controls 10 of the 12 tribes. This group also changes identity to the Samarians by the time of the NT
(12) Benjamin (By Rachel) – Saul and Jonathan come from this line…also in the NT, Paul comes from this line (cf. Philipp 3:5 meaning a Hebrew of Hebrews of the tribe of Benjamin – b/c Benjamin was in the faithful line of Judah and Benjamin and not the half-breed line of the Samaritan Jews).

Jacob Meets Esau (Gen 32-33)
Jacob seeks to appease Esau

Jacob’s Late-night Encounter – receives blessing; name changed to Israel
Joseph
Jacob loved Joseph more than other 10 sons…other sons hated him for it.
Joseph’s dreams of ruling over his family does not help the situation. His brothers sell him into slavery – sold to Potiphar. Potiphar prospers under Joseph. Joseph is falsely accused of rape and put in prison. Prison prospers under Joseph. Joseph interprets dreams of Baker and Cup bearer. Joseph is forgotten. Pharaoh has a dream. Cup Bearer remembers. Joseph interprets Pharaoh’s dream of abundance and famine. Pharaoh makes Joseph second in command. Joseph rescues Israel from famine.

Key verse: Gen 50: 20 “You intended to harm me, but God intended it for good.”
Three good things accomplished with Israel in Egypt

(1) Egypt protected this infant nation of Israel with its only 70 member population (Gen 46:27; Ex 1:5) – it has been suggested that countless kings and robber bands could have wiped out this young nation. // In Egypt this population of 70 would grow to over 2 million (Ex 12:38; 38:26;Num 1:46 – 603,550 men only) – This would mean that they would double in population approx. every 3 years.
(2) Egypt shielded Israel morally – Although Egypt may not have been the most righteous nation, it was far better than the perverse Canaanites. God protected Israel from moral failure.

(3) Egypt secured Israel’s racial purity - Israel certainly would have intermarried with the Canaanites (as Gen 34 reveals), but not with the Egyptians because the Egyptians looked down on the Israelites for their occupation of shepherding (Gen 46:34).

Compare Joseph and Jesus

(1) Both objects of special love by their fathers
(2) Both are hated by their brethren

(3) Both are rejected as rulers over their brethren

(4) Both are conspired against and sold for silver

(5) Both are condemned though innocent

(6) Both are raised from humiliation to glory by the power of God

