Old Testament (a survey)
Class Notes
Session 7


God and the Beginning of the Monarchy (Ruth – 2 Sam)
Objectives

1. Complete Session 6 – God and the Land of Promise
2. Review Session 7 – God and the Beginning of the Monarchy (Ruth – 2 Samuel)
3. Time permitting, review Quick OT Survey and/or One-word summaries of OT Books
Notes

Review
Key word for Genesis: Beginnings
Key word for Exodus: Redemption
Key word for Leviticus: Holiness

Key word for Numbers: Wandering

Key word for Deuteronomy: Review

Key word for Joshua: Conquest

Key word for Judges: Failure
Key word for Ruth: Kinsman-Redeemer
Key word for 1 Samuel: Saul

Key word for 2 Samuel: David
4. The Book of Ruth

Why was the book written? To show that God is in control of history. Perhaps the most important purpose of this book is to show the Messianic lineage (Ruth 4:21-22; Mt. 1:1,5). The book provides a foil to the moral degeneracy, national disunity, and frequent foreign oppression detailed in the Book of Judges. In contract to Judges, we see a beautiful expression of loyalty, faith and piety in a period of relative peace between Israel and Moab (contrast Jud. 3:12-30). 
When was the book written? During a time when the practice of kinsmen redemption was no longer practiced and sometime after King David’s significance was known (cf. 4:7, 17). The events of the book took place during the times of the judges (1:1) 
Who wrote the book? This is unknown. The book is traditionally attributed to Samuel; however, the mention of David (4:17,22) seem to indicate a later date. However, the style used in Ruth suggests it was written during the monarchy.
Literary Masterpiece:

“The book of Ruth is a Hebrew short story, told with consummate skill. Among historical narratives in Scripture, it is unexcelled in its compactness, vividness, warmth, beauty and dramatic effectiveness – an exquisitely wrought Jewel of Hebrew narrative art. Marvelously symmetrical throughout (see Outline below), the action moves from a briefly sketched account of distress (1:1-5; 71 words in Hebrew) through four episodes to a concluding account of relief and hope that is drawn with equal brevity (4:13-17; 71 words in Hebrew). The crucial turning point occurs exactly midway (2:20 kinsman-redeemer [same word to translate “avenger”] as Naomi’s awakened hope). The opening line of each of the four episodes signals its main development (1:6, the return; 2:1, the meeting with Boaz; 3;1, finding a home for Ruth; 4:1, the decisive event at the gate), while the closing line of each episode facilitates transition to what follows (cf. 1:22; 2:23; 3:18; 4:12). Contrast is also used to good effect: pleasant (the meaning of ‘Naomi’) and bitter (1:20, meaning of ‘Mara’), full and empty (1:21), and the living and the dead (2:20). Most striking is the contrast between two of the main characters, Ruth and Boaz: The one is a young alien, destitute widow, while the other is a middle-aged, well-to-do Israelite securely established in his home community. For each there is a corresponding character whose actions highlight, by contrast, his or her selfless acts: Ruth – Orpah, Boaz – the unnamed kinsman. When movements in space, time and circumstance all correspond in some way, a harmony results that both satisfies the reader’s artistic sense and helps open doors to understanding. The author of Ruth keeps his readers from being distracted from the central story – Naomi’s passage from emptiness to fullness through the selfless acts of Ruth and Boaz. That passage, or restoration, first takes place in connection with her return from Moab to the promised land and to Bethlehem (‘house of food’; 1:1 – famine in the house of food [irony]). It then progresses with the harvest season, when the fullness of the land is gathered in. All aspects of the story keep the reader’s attention focused on the central issue. Consideration of these and other literary devices will aid understanding the book of Ruth” (Zondervan NIV Study Bible, p365).

Outline

I. Introduction: Naomi emptied (1:1-5)

II. Naomi returns from Moab (1:6-22)


A. Ruth clings to Naomi (1:6-18)


B. Ruth and Naomi return to Bethlehem (1:19-22)

III. Ruth and Boaz meet in the harvest fields (ch 2)


A. Ruth begins work (2:1-7)


B. Boaz shows kindness to Ruth (2:8-16)


C. Ruth returns to Naomi (2:17-23)

IV. Naomi sends Ruth to Boaz’s threshing floor (ch 3)


A. Naomi instructs Ruth (3:1-5)


B. Boaz pledges to secure redemption (3:6-15)


C. Ruth returns to Naomi (3:16-18)
V. Boaz arranges to fulfill his pledge (4:1-12)


A. Boaz confronts the unnamed kinsman (4:1-8)


B. Boaz buys Naomi’s property and announces his marriage to Ruth (4:9-12)

VI. Conclusion: Naomi filled (4:13-17)

VII. Epilogue: Genealogy of David (4:18-22)
Notes: Time of famine suggests nation was in disobedience (cf. Deut 11:13-17). A family of Israel moves to Moab for relief. Sons marry two Moabite women, which is strictly forbidden (cf. Deut 7:3; 23:3). Both sons die as well as the father, leaving three widows alone.  When the news of the famine ending (perhaps because some judge has delivered a repentant Israel), Naomi returns. It is interesting that out of the disobedience of Israel, people of other nations get blessed. This theme will be carried by Paul in Romans 11:11-32.
5. The Books of 1 Samuel and 2 Samuel


Relationship of the Two Books: 

Originally one book but separated into two when Hebrew Bible was translated into Greek (The Septuagint) in 200 B.C. The Septuagint was produced for Greek-speaking Hebrews living outside of Palestine. Notice the continuity of event from 1 Samuel 31:11-13 to 2 Samuel 1:1. 

The Date and Authorship: 
Tradition attributes authorship to Samuel (except 1 Sam 25:1 is record of his death). The familiarity with events indicate the author was a contemporary eye-witness to events. As to dating, the absence of mention of David’s death in 2 Samuel suggests that the book was written very near the time of the events. There is suggestion that a number of sources existed for the composition of these books (e.g. the Book of Jasher in 2 Sa 1:18; the book of the annals of King David in 1 Ch 27:24; the records of Samuel the seer; the records of Nathan the prophet; the records of Gad the seer in 1 Ch 29:29). 
Note: The Jewish Talmud states that Samuel wrote part of the book (1 Sam 1-24) and that Nathan and Gad composed the rest (cf. 1 Chron 29:29).

Main Characters:
The main characters of 1 Samuel are Samuel, Saul, and David

Notably, the birth narrative of Samuel is given to the exclusion of Saul and David giving significance to the prophetic witness over the what is highly regarded by flesh and blood (cf. Luke 22:24-26 paradox; note Jesus the king born in a manger; note Bethlehem – smallest yet greatest – cf. Ruth 1:1 with Mt 2:6 and Micah 5:2)
The main character of 2 Samuel is David.

Life and Ministry of Samuel:
The birth and dedication of Samuel (1 Sam 1:1) – Elkanah had two wives, Hannah and Peninnah. The former was barren, but she prayed a dedicatory prayer for a child, and the Lord gave her a son, who after he was weaned, was given to serve before the Lord with Eli.
Eli’s Sons (1 Sam 2:11-36) – Called “wicked men” who had “no regard for the Lord.” And they treated “the LORD’s offering with contempt” and “slept with the women who served at the entrance of the Tent of Meeting.”
Samuel’s Character (1 Sam 2:26) – “Samuel continued to grow in stature and in favor with the LORD and with men.”

The Call of Samuel (1 Sam 3:1-21) – Eli helped Samuel receive and understand the call of God. Samuel first pronounced judgement on the House of Eli. Finally God blessed the ministry of Samuel, who also won favor with all the people.
Loss to the Philistines (1 Sam 4) – Israel lost to the Philistines because of their wickedness and their misplaced trust in the ark of God rather than God himself. So the ark was captured, 30,000 Israelites died, Eli’s sons died, and Eli himself, who was 98 and very fat at the time, fell dead upon hearing the news. Since Eli’s sons were not alive to succeed him as priest, the post came to Samuel.
The Ministry of Samuel (1 Sam 5-12) – God afflicted the Philistines until they returned the ark of Israel (cf. Account of Dagon’s collapse and the affliction of the people of Ashdod and Gath with only Ekron being wise enough to refuse to accept the ark in their city). During this time, Samuel was leading Israel back to her one, true God. Samuel led the people to be victorious over the Philistines. As a memorial to their victory, they set up a stone, called Ebenezer (or the “stone of help”). Samuel served both as priest and judge. He judged in a circuit of 4 towns in Israel, namely, Bethel, Gilgal, Mizpah, and Ramah, his home.
6. Saul and the Monarchy (1 Samuel 8-15)

The Beginning of the Monarchy (1 Sam 8-12):

The people ask for a king because (1) Samuel was getting old, (2) his sons did not have Samuel’s devotion and integrity, and (3) they wanted to be like the other nations. God revealed to Samuel that Israel was not rejecting Samuel but God as king. But God mercifully chose them a king after their own conceptions, namely, Saul. Even though the Israelites were told about the hardships the king would impose, Israel still clamored for a king.

Kingship and Covenant
“Moses had anticipated Israel’s desire for a human king (Dt 17:14-20), but Israelite kingship was to be compatible with the continued rule of the Lord over his people as their Great King. Instead, when the elders asked Samuel to give them a king (8:5, 19-20), they rejected the Lord’s kingship over them. Their desire was for a king such as the nations around them had – to lead them in battle and give them a sense of national security and unity. The request for a king constituted a denial of their covenant relationship to the Lord, who was their King. Moreover, the Lord not only had promised to be their protector but had also repeatedly demonstrated his power in their behalf, most recently in the ark narratives (chs. 4-6), as well as in the great victory won over the Philistines under the leadership of Samuel (ch 7)” (Zondervan NIV Study Bible, p373).
The Fall of Saul (1 Sam 13-31):
Saul’s disobedience at Gilgal – When Samuel was delayed in coming to the battlefront, Saul took it upon himself to offer the sacrifice that only the priest was allowed to offer. He panicked when he saw some of the troops deserting him, and so disobeyed the Lord, trying to take matters into his own hands.

Consider: Do we find ourselves under pressure, and rather than seeking the Lord and waiting on Him, we take matters into our own hands and so disobey God?
Saul’s foolish vow (1 Sam 14:24-45) – Made a foolish vow to put to death anyone who ate before the battle was completed. Jonathan ate some honey, and Saul was about to put his own son to death except for the military men, who saved him knowing that Jonathan was the reason for their victory.

Consider: To what extent does God hold us responsible for foolish promises we have made?

Saul’s disobedience after the victory over Amalek (1 Sam 15) – He did not completely wipe out the Amalekites and destroy all the livestock and belongings as the Lord commanded through Samuel. He spared king Agag and some of the best of the livestock.  At this point, God says of Saul, “I am grieved that I have made Saul king (1 Sam 15:11).” When Samuel confronted Saul, Saul tried to justify himself by saying that he preserved the choice animals to sacrifice to the Lord, but Samuel retorts that God desires obedience over sacrifice (1 Sam 15:22). 
	Saul says…
	Questions of Application

	“I have done all God has commanded” (5:13)
	Do we sometimes remodel God’s commandments to make them fit our behavior rather than guide our behavior?

	“The soldiers brought them to be sacrificed to God” (15:15)
	Do we sometimes accuse other people of being responsible for sins we have done?

	“But I did obey” (15:24)
	Do we sometimes deny our sins?

	“I have sinned because I was afraid of the people and gave in to them” (15:24)
	Do we sometimes excuse our sins?

	“I have sinned, but honor me before the elders and before Israel by worshipping with me’ (15:30)
	Do we sometimes care more about appearances than about being right with God?


7. Saul and the Monarchy (1 Samuel 16-31)
Saul allowed his jealousy to control him (1 Sam 16-31)

Because of Saul’s spiritual failures, Samuel anoints David to be king (1 Sam 16)

David’s debut is his battle with Goliath in 1 Sam 17

Saul grew jealous of David’s increasing popularity and sought to kill David

David had to run from Saul. And though he had two opportunities to kill Saul, he did not do so because he honored the Lord and would not lay a hand on the Lord’s anointed (1 Sam 24:16-17; 1 Sam 26:21).

Saul violated his own law (1 Sam 28)

Saul had removed the mediums and witches from the land of Israel (1 Sam 28:3) in obedience to the command of God (Deut 18:10-11) but then he consults the witch of Endor out of desperation to hear a word from God. 

Saul took his own life while fighting with the Philistines (1 Sam 31:1-6)

Saul was wounded in battle and took his own life rather than falling into the hand of the Philistines. Jonathan also died in this battle. Although 2 Sam 1:1-10 gives a different account, the Amalekite, who is telling David the story, probably made it up with the expectation that he might gain favor in the eyes of David because he put David’s enemy to death.

A story of true loyalty and friendship (1 Sam 20)
Jonathan showed true friendship to David even though David’s success would mean that Jonathan would not be the next king. Jonathan put his ambition behind him and showed loyalty to his friend David (20:1-7; 24-34; 41-42).

8. The Kingdom of David (2 Sam 1-24)

David’s Reign at Hebron

The kingdom was divided between Israel and Judah. Two kings ruled, David of Judah (South) and Ish-Bosheth, son of Saul, of Israel (North). Really, Abner, the commander of Israel’s army was head of Israel rather than Ish-bosheth. When these two had a falling away over a suspicion by Ish-Bosheth of Abner, Abner got angry and gave Israel over to David. But shortly thereafter, Joab killed Abner. After Abner’s death, Ish-Bosheth loses heart and soon gets murdered. So David became the king over all of Israel. All the people approved of all the actions of David (cf. 2 Sam 3:36), as he did many noble things. For instance, even though Saul was his enemy, David mourned his death and put to death those who though they were doing him a favor by reporting that they helped kill Saul. When Joab murders Abner, David lamented his death.
David’s Reign at Jerusalem

After reigning 7 years and 6 months in Hebron, David did two things to unify the nation politically and religiously:

(1) Politically, he moved the capital to Jerusalem, which was a compromise location between the North and the South and belonging to neither. He also named it the “City of David.” It was a well-fortified and easily defended (high ground) city, and so served well as a government site.

(2) Religiously, he brought the Ark of the Covenant to Jerusalem. The ark, symbolized the presence of God among his people. Thus, people came to Jerusalem to worship God. David also wanted to build a permanent house for God. God commends David for the desire and establishes a covenant with him (Davidic covenant) but God indicates Solomon would be the one to build God’s house. A key verse Is 2 Sam 7:16 which looks forward to the eternal king Jesus Christ.
As a model for other kings, David did what was just and right for all his people (2 Sam 8:15; 2 Ki 18:3). 
The Davidic Covenant: Ch. 7

David desires to build a house for God, but through the prophet Nathan, he is told that God will build David’s house to be an everlasting throne. David’s dynasty would be an enduring one until it is perfectly fulfilled in the theocratic king, the Messiah, Jesus Christ. He will complete the redemption of God’s people (cf. Isa 9:6-7; 11:1-16; Jer 23:5-6; 30:8-9; 33:14-16; Eze 34:23-24; 37:24-25), thus enabling them to achieve the promised victory with him (Ro 16:20).

David’s Later Years (2 Sam 9-24)

2 Sam 9-20 is called the “succession narrative” because the predominant question that pervades this section is who will succeed David as king. There was no order of succession. Solomon would ultimately be king but not before the other sons prove themselves unworthy of the honor.
2 Sam 11 gives an account of David’s sin with Bathsheba and against Uriah and his attempt to hide the event. He would ultimately be confronted by Nathan the prophet. David repents and lives, but the consequences would plague him through his family the rest of his life. For example, because of his sin, he could not correct his son Abner, when he raped his half-sister. Since David killed Uriah, he could hardly condemn Absalom for killing his brother Amnon. Absalom would later mount a coup against his father and violated David’s wives. Absalom was killed in the rebellion. God’s words through Nathan were fulfilled. See his heart-felt repentance in Psalm 51.

David left Solomon a kingdom at peace.
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