Old Testament (a survey)
Class Notes
Session 8


God and the United and Divided Kingdoms 
(1 Kings – 2 Chronicles)
Objectives

1. Complete Session 7 – God and the Beginning of the Monarchy (Ruth – 2 Samuel)
2. Review Session 8 – God and the United and Divided Kingdoms (1 Kings – 2 Chronicles)
3. Time permitting, review Quick OT Survey and/or One-word summaries of OT Books
Notes

Review
Key word for Genesis: Beginnings
Key word for Exodus: Redemption
Key word for Leviticus: Holiness (or worship)
Key word for Numbers: Wandering

Key word for Deuteronomy: Review

Key word for Joshua: Conquest (or success)
Key word for Judges: Failure
Key word for Ruth: Kinsman-Redeemer (or loyalty)
Key word for 1 Samuel: Saul (or Saul/David)
Key word for 2 Samuel: David
Key word for 1 Kings: Division
Key word for 2 Kings: Loss
Key word for 1 Chronicles: Editorials
Key word for 2 Chronicles: Editorials of Judah
4. Introducing the Books of Kings and Chronicles
First and Second Kings
These books trace the reign of King Solomon and the decline of Israel in the divided kingdom. Because of Solomon’s disobedience to the Lord, the kingdom was divided after his death into the northern (10 tribes) and southern (2 tribes of Judah and Benjamin) kingdoms. In the course of time, because of the continuing wickedness of both kingdoms, God would finally judge each. The northern kingdom of Israel was judged first in 722 BC when it was overrun by Assyria. The southern kingdom of Judah was judged in 605 and 586 BC. 

Date and Authorship of 1 and 2 Kings

These books cover a period of time from about 971 BC to 561 BC. Jeremiah is believed to be the author, but this is far from clear. The last event is dated at 561 BC, when Evil-Merdoch, the King of Babylon, allowed Judah’s King Jehoiahin to receive favored treatment (2 Ki 25:27). So it is surmised the author lived after this date. And since no mention of the end of the exile is given, it is surmised that the author lived before 539 BC, when the Babylonian exile ended. Other sources are mentioned for the books (e.g. The Book of the Annals of Solomon in 1 Ki 11:41, The Book of the Annals of the Kings of Israel in 1 Ki 14:19, and The Book of the Annals of the Kings of Judah in 2 Ki 8:23.
The Purpose of 1 and 2 Kings

· They continue the Northern and Southern Kingdoms’ history until their fall.

· They point out the wickedness of the northern kings in continuing the golden-calf worship started by Jeroboam and why this kingdom fell so quickly.

· They clearly reveal the judgement of God on the sin of the nations as well as the sin of his own people.

The Book of Chronicles
First Chronicles begin with a long genealogy (chs 1-9). The account begins with Saul and the Philistines (1 Chron 10:1) and ends with Cyrus’ decree that ended the Babylonian captivity. This decree was given around 538 BC, so in advance of the period covered in the Kings.
After a short section on Saul, Chronicles dwells on David, with emphasis on the planning and preparation for the building of the temple. Second Chronicles takes up the story of Solomon and his building the temple. Finally, Chronicles dwells on the history of the Southern Kingdom of Judah. 

Chronicles was probably written after the Babylonian Captivity. It emphasizes religion and its practice. Great detail is given in the describing the construction of the temple. Furthermore, David has a significant place in the Chronicles and only positive things are mentioned about him (e.g. Bathsheba and Uriah incidents are omitted).

5. The Reign of Solomon (1 Kings 1-11)

Power Politics (1 Kings 1-3)

Two sons of David competed for the kingship. Adonijah acted the role of king, even enlisting Joab, David’s army commander, and Abiathar, the priest. However, Nathan and Bathsheba made sure that Solomon secured the kingship. God blessed Solomon and Israel throughout the reign of Solomon, even giving him the greatest wisdom in all the world (1 Ki 4:29-34).

Solomon’s Government (1 Kings 4-5)

Solomon enlarged Israel’s government (4:1-19). He burdened the people with taxes even beyond that of wealthy nations (10:14-15). Solomon made provisions to live extravagantly (4:7, 22-28; 10:14-29). Solomon also undertook great building projects (1 Ki 7:1-8). He took 13 years to build his palace and only 7 years to build the house of God.

The Building of the Temple (1 Kings 6:1-38)

Solomon fulfilled the wish of his father, David, to build the temple. It symbolized the presence of God and gave permanence to Israel’s religion. It also served as a rallying point for the nation and served to strengthen people’s loyalty to Jerusalem and a united kingdom. Solomon spared no expense to build the house of God. In fact, when the temple was rebuilt in the days of Haggai, the people wept because of the loss of Solomon’s greater temple. 
Solomon prayerfully dedicated the temple in a statement of commitment to the Lord (1 Kings 8:22-53). He acknowledged that no temple could contain God – not even the heavens. Solomon knew the Lord as a God of grace and mercy and based his prayer on these attributes, particularly as he knew that the people were a sinful people and needed God’s forgiveness.
The End of Solomon’s Reign (1 Kings 9:10-11)

Solomon carried David’s kingdom to its highest point in a period of great peace and prosperity. But Solomon also set the stage for Israel’s demise by disobeying God. He intermarried with foreign women against the command of God (1 Ki 3:1; 11:1-8), and these women turned his heard from the Lord God so that he worshipped the detestable idols of Baal. God judged Solomon by dividing his kingdom.
6. The Division of the Kingdom (1 Kings 12-20)
Around 931 BC the nation of Israel was divided into the Northern Kingdom (10 tribes), led by Jeroboam, and the Southern Kingdom (2 tribes of Judah and Benjamin) led by Rehoboam, the son of Solomon.

Rehoboam had the opportunity to keep the nation united, but instead of listening to the elder wise advisors, he listened to his inexperienced friends and spoke harshly to the people of Israel, promising to make their burdens even harder than his father Solomon. Thus, the period of Israel’s greatness faded, never again even to this day to be restored again to its former glory under King David. From 931 BC to the fall of Jerusalem in 587 BC, the nation would be divided. The Northern Kingdom was known hereafter as Israel, with its capital in Samaria. The Southern Kingdom was known hereafter as Judah, with its capital in Jerusalem.

The Divided Kingdoms

The Books of the Kings record history but they are primarily religious books to guide people in serving the Lord. When they were obedient, God blessed them, but when they were disobedient, God judged them. The people went the way of the leadership of the king that shepherded them. The Northern Kingdom of Israel did not have even one good king, but while the Southern Kingdom of Judah had mostly evil kings, there were some that were good. 

Two models are set up for the kings – one as a model for evil and the other as a model for good. In 2 Ki 10:28-29, for example, we find that Jeroboam (Jeroboam set up golden calves at Bethel and Dan for the people to worship, which he did out of fear of losing Israel to Judah when they went to Jerusalem to worship the Lord.), the first king of the Northern Kingdom, is set up as the model for evil. David was the model for the good kings, as in 2 Ki 18:3.

The two great prophets in the Kings are Elijah and Elisha. Elijah prophesied during the infamous reign of Israel’s King Ahab (1 Ki 16:29-22:20), who along with his equally infamous wife, Jezebel, heavily promoted Baal worship. Elijah demonstrated God’s superiority over Baal and pronounced judgement on Ahab and Jezebel. [Significant events: [the widow at Zarephath (1 Ki 17:7-24; cf. Lk 4:24-26), Elijah at Mount Carmel (1 Ki 18:1-40),  and Elijah’s anxiety and fear (1 Ki 19:1-18).
7. The Fall of the Northern Kingdom (2 Kings 12:20-17:41)
The Northern Kingdom came into being in 931 BC and despite the warnings of prophets like Elijah and Elisha, it fell into idolatry and received the full judgment of God when taken into captivity by Assyria in 722 BC.

Some of the greatest years of the Northern Kingdom was shortly before its fall to Assyria. Jeroboam II, son of Jehoash, reigned 41 years. The prophet Jonah spoke of the return of the Northern Kingdom to its former glory with Israel’s boundaries extending from Hamath in the north as far as the Arabah in the south (valley running south from the lower end of the Dead Sea). 

2 Ki 14:24 is characteristic of the condition of the kings of the Northern Kingdom: 

“He did evil in the eyes of the LORD and did not turn away from any of the sins of Jeroboam son of Nebat, which he had caused Israel to commit.”

In view of this breadth of control, the Northern Kingdom probably dominated the Southern Kingdom. After Jeroboam II’s death in 747 BC, the Northern Kingdom began its decline. His son Zechariah reigned for 6 months and was in-turn murdered by Shallum, who was murdered by Menahem, who reigned 10 years. During the reign of Menahem, the ungodly nation of Assyria reached its peak under the reign of Tiglath-Pileser, who is often called Pul in the Bible.

The Assyrians dominated the Middle East. Pul threatened to destroy Samaria except for the tribute money of 1000 talents given to him by Menahem. After Menahem’s death, Pekahiah reigned for 2 years before being killed by Pekah, his captain. Pekah reigned 20 years. Tiglath-Pileser again assaulted the Northern Kingdom. Hoshea took advantage of the political unrest in Samaria to kill Pekah. Hoshea reigned 9 years. He was the last king of the Northern Kingdom. 

Hoshea was a faithful vassal of Assyria at first, but then refused to pay tribute and sought an alliance with Egypt. After a 3-year siege, Assyria captured Samaria and deported the Israelites to Assyria.

The Kingdom of Judah

From 722 BC the Southern Kingdom was the only Kingdom that existed of Israel. The Kingdom suffered from the same ailment afflicting the Northern Kingdom, namely idolatry. The territory of the Northern Kingdom was controlled by Assyria. Josiah, one of Judah’s best kings, tried to take some of the northern area. But, for the most part, all such attempts failed.

Most of Judah’s kings also failed to live up to God’s standards, allowing the worship of the gods of the outlying regions on the high places. Some people worshipped the Lord on the high places; others worshipped Baal. Most of the worship was a combination of the two.

In 1 Kings 14:22-24, we get a glimpse of the kind of wickedness in Rehoboam’s reign:

“Judah did evil in the eyes of the LORD. By the sins they committed they stirred up his jealous anger more than their fathers had one. They also set up for themselves high places, sacred stones, and Asherah poles on every high hill and under every spreading tree. There were even male shrine prostitutes in the land; the people engaged in all the detestable practices of the nations the LORD had driven out before the Israelites.”

8. The Fall of the Southern Kingdom (2 Kings 18-25)

While most of Judah’s kings were evil, a few were good, and for their sake, the Kingdom of Judah outlasted the Northern Kingdom of Israel.

Hezekiah (2 Kings 18-20)

In 2 Kings 18:3-7, we get a good picture of this righteous king:

“He did what was right in the eyes of the LORD, just as his father David had done. He removed the high places, smashed the sacred stones and cut down the Asherah poles. He broke into pieces the bronze snake Moses had made, for up to that time the Israelites had been burning incense to it. (It was called Nehushtan. Hezekiah trusted in the LORD, the God of Israel. There was no one like him among all the kings of Judah, either before him or after him. He held fast to the LORD and did not cease to follow him; he kept the commands the LORD had given Moses. And the LORD was with him; he was successful in whatever he undertook. He rebelled against the king of Assyria and did not serve him.”

The last verse was probably the reason that Sennacherib, the king of Assyria, came after the Southern Kingdom of Judah. So, Sennacherib taunted Israel and insulted Israel’s God and threatened to attack. Hezekiah prayed to God and God delivered him according to the words of Isaiah, the prophet. In 2 Ki 19:35,36 we read, “That night the angel of the LORD went out and put to death a hundred and eighty-five thousand men in the Assyrian camp…So Sennacherib king of Assyria broke camp and withdrew. He returned to Nineveh and stayed there.”

Note: Focus of Hezekiah’s Prayer (2 Ki 19:15-19) –He focused on God’s Name

“And Hezekiah prayed to the LORD: ‘O Lord, God of Israel, enthroned between the cherubim, you alone are God over all the kingdoms of the earth. You have made heaven and earth. Give ear, O LORD, and see; listen to the words Sennacherib has sent to insult the living God. It is true, O LORD, that the Assyrian kings have laid waste these nations and their lands. They have thrown their gods into the fire and destroyed them, for they were not gods but only wood and stone, fashioned by men’s hands. Now, O LORD our God, deliver us from his hand, so that all kingdoms on earth may know that you alone, O LORD are God.”

Hezekiah’s Prayer – 10 more years added to his life

Manasseh (2 Kings 21:1-18)
 As Hezekiah was perhaps Judah’s best king, Manasseh was Judah’s worst. He 

· Rebuilt the high places

· Erected altars to Baal

· Built an Asherah pole

· Built altars to other gods in the temple

· Sacrificed his son

· Practiced sorcery and divination

· Consulted mediums and spiritists

· Put Asherah pole in the temple

Led the people astray

As bad as he was, 2 Chron 33:10ff tells us that in the midst of God’s punishment, Manasseh repented of his sins and turned to the LORD.
Josiah (2 Kings 22-23:30)

After Manasseh died, his son Amon became king. He was assassinated after only 2 years. Then his assassins were killed and Amon’s son, Josiah, became king. And Josiah followed the LORD. He would be the last of the godly kings of Judah. Here are a rundown of events:
· Josiah’s reforms brings about a significant religious revival and centralization of worship in Jerusalem.

· The people responded to Josiah and made a new covenant with God. Josiah destroyed all forms of pagan worship and idolatry and reinstituted the Passover.

· Because of the prophetess, Josiah called for an assembly, read the Law to the leaders and to the people, calling them to enter with him into a covenant with God.

· When Josiah heard the Law, he repented and asked a prophetess what to do.

· Josiah commissioned the cleansing and repair of the temple. While the temple was being repaired, a scroll (probably Deuteronomy) was found and read by Josiah.

International Turmoil, Decline and Fall (2 Kings 23:31-25:30)
A three-way struggle for power was taking place between Assyria, Babylon, and Egypt. Unfortunately, Judah was caught in the middle geographically and politically. Josiah was killed and Judah started its final decline. Her kings were evil, weak and ineffectual. Some of them were no more than puppets of Egypt and Babylon. Those who tried to break aay were mercilessly slain.

Near the end, Judah was aligned to Egypt. Jehoiachin had scarcely become king in Judah when Nebuchadnezzar, the king of Babylon, besieged Jerusalem. The young king surrendered to Nebuchadnezzar and in 605 BC around 10,000 Judeans were exiled to Babylon. Nebuchadnezzar put Zedekiah, another son of Josiah, on the throne for 11 years (597 – 586 BC). And Zedekiah failed not so much because of his wickedness as his weakness. He could not decide whether to join the Egyptians or the Babylonians. And when he finally decided to follow the Egyptians, Nebuchadnezzar was already upon him. After and 18-month siege, Nebuchadnezzar broke though the walls and captured Zedekiah, killed Z’s children before his eyes, then had his eyes put out.

Nebuchadnezzar destroyed the walls of Jerusalem and burned the temple of the Lord. A second group was taken in exile to Babylon. Jerusalem fell to Babylon in 587 B.C.
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