Old Testament (a survey)
Class Notes
Session 9


God and the Exile and Restoration (Ezra – Esther)
Objectives

1. Review Three Possibilities for the Final Exam

2. Review Session 9
3. Time permitting, review Quick OT Survey and/or One-word summaries of OT Books
Notes

Final Exam Choices (choose 1)

1. Provide a presentation on the Summary of Bible History. This must be memorized.
2. Provide a presentation on the Keyword(s) descriptors for each book of the OT. This must be memorized.
3. Provide a presentation that gives a broad scope geographical picture of the journey of Israel from Abraham to the Exile. Have a drawing or map that depicts your presentation for everyone in class.
4. Provide a devotional discussion on five spiritual truths that we discussed in the OT. Have a handout for everyone in the class.
5. Create a summary timeline of at least 30 major events in the OT that stretch from Adam to the Exile. Be ready to present this in class. Make enough copies for everyone in the class.

6. Create a new illustrated summary of Bible History with your own illustrations that depict each of the major events. Be prepared to share this with the class. Make enough copies for everyone in the class.

Review
Key word for Genesis: Beginnings
Key word for Exodus: Redemption
Key word for Leviticus: Holiness (or worship)
Key word for Numbers: Wandering

Key word for Deuteronomy: Review

Key word for Joshua: Conquest (or success)
Key word for Judges: Failure
Key word for Ruth: Kinsman-Redeemer (or loyalty)
Key word for 1 Samuel: Saul (or Saul/David)
Key word for 2 Samuel: David
Key word for 1 Kings: Division
Key word for 2 Kings: Loss
Key word for 1 Chronicles: Editorials
Key word for 2 Chronicles: Editorials of Judah
Key word for Ezra: Restoration (or Spiritual Restoration)
Key word for Nehemiah: Rebuilding the Wall (or Political Restoration)
Key word for Esther: Providence
Background
Although the caption of Nehemiah 1:1, “The words of Nehemiah son of Hacaliah” indicate these might have been originally two separate compositions, Ezra-Nehemiah should be considered together as their narratives overlap and cover the same period, namely, the return from the exile to Babylon. 
Little is known of the time between the captivity and the return. The return began under Sheshbazzar in 537 BC (Ezra 1:11). The work on the temple altar began in 537 BC (Ezra 3:1) and the temple the next year in 536 BC (Ezra 3:8). According to the traditional view, Ezra arrived in Jerusalem long after the temple was completed (516 BC) sometime in  458 BC, in the 7th year of Artaxerxes I (Ezra 7:8) followed by Nehemiah, who arrived in the king’s 20th year in 444 BC (Neh 2:1,11). Whatever the actual dates, they are found together in Neh 8:9 (at the reading of the Law) and Neh 12:26, 26 (at the dedication of the wall) so that they are contemporaries of each other. 
Ezra is traditionally seen as the author of both of these books. The author of these books is also seen to be the author for 1 and 2 Chronicles due to the striking literary similarities and the fact that the end of Chronicles is nearly identical to the beginning of Ezra. Much of Ezra is written in hindsight and without Ezra actually being present for the events.
Esther continues the saga of Ezra-Nehemiah and shows his continual providence over his people.

The People of the Restoration (Commingling of Judah and Israel)
While it was the Southern Kingdom of Judah that was taken captive to Babylon and the Southern Kingdom that returned to the land of Palestine, elements of the northern tribes were also present. There were several emigrations from the North to the South. At the time of the division of the kingdom many elected to remain under the Davidic king (2 Chron 11:14-16; 1 Ki 12:23). And in King Asa’s day many came from the north (2 Chron 15:9). Even after the fall of the Northern Kingdom in 721 BC, northerners with a heart for the Lord (and still living in the northern area) joined with Hezekiah (2 Chron 30:11) and later with Josiah (2 Chron 34:9). During the captivity, the prophet Ezekiel ministered to the “House of Israel” (3:1-5). At the time of the restoration, the tribes of Judah and Benjamin of the Southern Kingdom were definitely the leaders (Ezra 1:5). Yet, the northern cities of Bethel and Ai are included among those in the return (2:28). Other passages show that in the return and restoration, all 12 tribes were represented (Ezra 7:7 ref. to “children of Israel”; Ezra 6:17; 8:35; Zech 1:19; 8:13; 10:6). The NT attests to all 12 tribes being represented in Palestine (Luke 2:36; Matt 10:6; Acts 26:6-7; James 1:1). This will be the case as part of the final, great restoration (Ezek 36:22-32; 37:11-22).
Key Words

Jew – probably used first during the Babylonian exile as a shortened reference to the people from Judea.

Purim – Holiday established when God delivered Israel from Haman’s evil plot. The word is the plural form of pur, the Persian word for lot or stone that Haman used to decide the day on which he would carry out his plot (Esth 3:7).

Key Dates

538 The edit of Cyrus, which permitted the Jews to return to their homeland

537 The return of some 50,000 Jews under the leadership of Zerubbabel

536 The altar for sacrificing rebuilt

535 Work on the Temple begun then stopped

535-520 No further work on the Temple

520 Decree of Cyrus confirmed by Darius I; he aids in the construction of the Temple; the prophet Haggai begins his ministry

516 The completion and dedication of the Temple

458 Second return to Judah, led by Ezra

4. The Return and Reconstruction Begins (Ezra 1-6)

The first six chapters of Ezra relate to events occurring between 540 BC and 514 BC. This was apparently past history to Ezra as his known ministry began later in 458 BC.
Ezra related history as God’s story, showing God’s faithfulness in the past was a precursor to his present and future faithfulness. The people in captivity had been praying for deliverance and the opportunity to return to their homeland. Ezra shows how God works even through pagan nations to answer these prayers and fulfill his covenant promises. God worked through Cyrus to bring about deliverance from Babylon. 

Babylon had dominated the Near East since 605 BC. In 540 BC Cyrus, King of Persia, marched against Babylon and the city fell. Ezra 1:1 begins in the first year of Cyrus the Persian, 540-539 BC.

Cyrus rejected the practice of Exile that Assyria and Babylon practiced. Instead he allowed people to return home and to practice their religion. 

Ezra 1:1-4

(1) Jeremiah prophesied a 70-year Babylonian exile (Jer 25:11-12; 29:10). The firs deportation began in 605 BC, the third year of Johiakim 9see Da 1:1). In 538 BC, the people began to return.

(2) King Cyrus acknowledges the LORD the God of heaven and expresses his mission, as given by God, to build a temple for God in Jerusalem.

(3) God’s people are encouraged to build God’s temple because of the decree of Cyrus (Ezra 1:5-11)
Ezra 1:5-11; 2:1-70
God moved the hearts of the people to go to Jerusalem to rebuilt the house of the LORD. By 536 BC many Jews in Babylon began the return to Jerusalem. Cyrus allowed the returning Jews to take the articles which had been taken from the temple by the Babylonians (Ezra 1:7). Sheshbazzar led the returning group. The list of those who went to Jerusalem is recorded in Ezra 2:1-70. The group totaled 42,360. Compare this to the 2,000,000 had first grown Israel coming out of the Egypt. Now, only a small remnant (2%) is left.
Zerubbabel led the first group of nearly 50,000 from Babylon to Jerusalem.

Ezra 3:1-5

(1) Settled in the towns

(2) Rebuilt the altar

(3) Made offerings and sacrifices

Jerusalem lay in ruins. The wall, the temple, and the houses were all destroyed. Compounding the problem, many of those who returned were older and poorer exiles. Many Jews with successful businesses in Babylon probably remained in Babylon.
The returning exiles lived in fear (Ezra 3:3). To Palestinians in the land, the returning Jews were invaders intent on taking their land. Despite their fear, they immediately set up the altar in Jerusalem, dedicated it to the Lord, and began to offer sacrifices. They had no idea of the difficulties they would face or how overwhelming their task of reconstruction would be. But God helped them deal with seemingly impossible situations.
Point of Departure: Has God ever called you out of your comfort zone to undertake a great task for His Name? Is He calling you now?
Historical Note: Construction of the second temple was started in 536 BC on the Solomonic foundations leveled a half-century earlier by the Babylonians. People who remembered the earlier temple wept at the comparison (Ezra 3:12). Not until 516 B.C., the 6th year of the Persian emperor Darius I (522-486 BC), was the temple finally completed at the urging of Haggai and Zechariah (Ezra 6:13-15).
Archeological evidence confirms that the Persian period in the Holy Land was a comparatively impoverished one in terms of material culture. Later Aramaic documents from Elephantine in Upper Egypt illustrate the official process of gaining permission to construct a Jewish place of worship and the opposition engendered by such a project.

Unlike the more famous structures in 586 B.C. and A.D. 70, the temple begun by Zerubbabel suffered no major hostile destruction, but was gradually repaired and reconstructed over a long period. Eventually it was replaced entirely by Herod’s magnificent edifice.
5. Reconstruction and Revival (Ezra 4-10)

Rebuilding the Temple (Ezra 4-6)

After laying the foundation and building the altar of the Lord, the people rejoiced and celebrated with praise and thanksgiving and hoped that the temple would soon be completed. However, it would not be completed for many years.
Ezra 4 explains why 14 years passed from the laying of the foundation to the beginning work on the structure itself. The Jews faced opposition, especially from the people who lived in the area that would come to be known as Samaria in the NT. These were the people left in the land when others were carried away into captivity. These Jews considered themselves to be the faithful followers of the Law of Moses; however, the returning exiles did not recognize them as such because they had intermarried with other nations.

The people living the land offered to help, and this may have been a sincere offer. However, the claim by these people to worship God was probably not accepted by the returning exiles. In light of this inability to see eye to eye, the people of the land were determined to frustrate all the efforts of the returning exiles. Although we do not know all the reasons for the delay, the exiles probably struggled to eke out an existence for themselves, suffering poverty and constant opposition. The hardships they faced probably drained them their emotional energy to continue the work.

In Ezra 5, we learn that with the prophesying of Haggai and Zechariah, the leaders, Zerubbabel and Jeshua, began to work on the temple again. Another obstacle came in the form of Tattenai, the governor of the region of the Trans-Euphrates along with Shethar-Bozenai and their associates, who questioned the authorization for the work. But the text says that God watched over them to continue the work until authorization from Darius, King of Persia, was received.

In Ezra 6:1-12, we learn that Darius looks up in the archives and finds the decree by Cyrus. In view of this decree, he authorizes:
(1) The opposition people to stay away

(2) The opposition people not to interfere

(3) Pay for the construction out of their taxes

(4) Provide what the priests needed for daily sacrifices

(5) And do what Darius or face dire consequences (be impaled by a beam from your own house – yikes!)

So the work continued on the temple for 4 years. Ezra 6:15 describes how the work was finished in the sixth year of the reign of Darius the king. In 516 BC the people of Israel celebrated the completion of the house of the Lord and dedicated the temple for use in worship of the Lord God of Israel. The people presented offerings and kept the Passover. It was again a time of rejoicing and worship.
In sum, the people had returned to their land and the house of the Lord had been rebuilt. The building program reflected genuine commitment to God and the desire to know Him and to do His will. The result of this commitment was cause for celebration and thanksgiving.
Revival under Ezra (Ezra 7-10)

Ezra’s role begins in Ezra 7:1. Remember, the events of the book of Ezra began around 540 BC. Ezra appears on the scene 82 years later. He came with financial help and 1500 more people. Ezra loved the law of the Lord and sought to teach it to others. He wanted to teach the law in Jerusalem and journeyed there, believing God’s good hand was upon him. 
His three-fold commitment to the Law of the Lord were (Ezra 7:8-10):

(1) HE STUDIED: He devoted himself to the study of the Law of the LORD

(2) HE OBEYED: He devoted himself to the observance of the Law of the LORD

(3) HE TAUGHT: He devoted himself to teaching its decrees and laws in Israel

Point of Departure: Would this be a great pattern for believers today? To study, obey and teach? How might we do this today?
In Ezra 7:11-26, we get a letter from King Artaxerxes that brings strong support to the worship of the LORD God of heaven and Ezra the priest. The king liberally allowed any Israelites to go to Jerusalem, Ezra to carry considerable wealth with him, take provisions for sacrifices, gain support from the local government in the temple worship, free religious workers or institutions from paying taxes to the local government, and finally Ezra to appoint officers to administer the following of God’s law.

The journey to Jerusalem proved to be difficult. Ezra believed that God would providentially provide safe passage, but expressed shame in asking for military protection from the king in view of his expressed faith in God (Ez 8:22). In view of these fears and insecurities, Ezra fasted and prayed. 
In Ezra 9:1-2 reveal another problem Ezra faced as he arrived in Jerusalem. The people had not kept themselves pure from the neighboring peoples. In fact, the leaders and officials had led the way in the unfaithfulness of intermarriage. Ezra was appalled at this violation of God’s law (cf. Deut 7:1-4). The prohibition was to guard against pagan wives influencing their husbands to practice idolatry. Ezra’s response and intense public grief and prayer produced a response from the people. So…

(1) The people wept with Ezra

(2) They confessed their sins

(3) They said they would not make any more foreign marriages

(4) They agreed to send away their foreign wives with their children

(5) They agreed to support Ezra as he led in this matter

The leaders called a national assembly, and Ezra called on the men to confess their sins and to separate themselves from their foreign wives (cf. 1 Cor 7:12-16). While this action may seem harsh, it kept the religion of Israel alive and made the people of Israel stronger and more strongly committed to obeying the Lord. Some believe that Ezra should be credited with the survival of Judaism.
Ezra’s ministry extended several more years. In the Book of Nehemiah we find Ezra reading the word of the Lord and the people responding in genuine concern. Ezra helped preserve God’s law, and God used Ezra to preserve His own people.
6. The Ministry of Nehemiah


Background

Nehemiah’s ministry begins 13 years after Ezra journeyed to Jerusalem. Nehemiah 1:1 dates Nehemiah in the 20th year of Artaxerxes, King of Persia, almost 100 years after the first exiles returned to Judea. If this is Artaxerxes I, who began reigning in 465 BC, the 20th year would place Nehemiah at 445 BC, the traditional date for Nehemiah.
Nehemiah, Jew living outside Palestine, may never have been to Israel. He served as cupbearer in the court of King Artaxerxes I (Neh 1:11b). This title may mean that he tasted the king’s food to ensure it was not poisoned, but it probably meant that he was a closely-trusted advisor to the king.

Nehemiah’s Prayer

Nehemiah asked his brother, Hanani, and some men with him that returned from Judah about the condition of the exiles in Jerusalem. He is told that the exiles are in trouble and facing disgrace. He is told the wall of Jerusalem is broken down and the gate has been burned. 
The news received by Nehemiah probably hearkens to Ezra 4:6-23, which records the opposition of the Jews’ enemies in Palestine from the days of Cyrus to the days of Artaxerxes (4:5,7). In the days of Artaxerxes ordered a halt to the building (4:21). He did not order the walls and gates destroyed, but the enemies of Israel took it upon themselves to do so. Hearing about the terrible setback , a frustrated and depressed Nehemiah agonized over the rest of his life.

When Nehemiah heard this, he wept, mourned, fasted and prayed.
Elements of Nehemiah’s Prayer: 
(1) Praise to God (1:5) – Who He is --> What He does (Acts 4:24a)
(2) Confession of sin (1:6-7) – National --> Family --> Personal --> Corporate (cf. 1 Jn 1:9)
(3) Petition based on God’s promises (1:8-11) – Acknowledge punishment & promises of God (Acts 4:24ff)
Nehemiah’s Return (Neh 2:1-20)

At an appropriate time, Nehemiah asked King Artaxerxes for permission to go to Jerusalem. He wanted to build the walls of Jerusalem to provide its security. The king granted Nehemiah’s request and encouraged his servant in his work (Neh 2:6). 
Point of Departure: Notice, how Nehemiah offers a quick prayer right before he answers the king, who asked, “What is it that you want?” – Not only are long prayers acceptable to God but ones that address the immediate moment.
Having received the king’s permission to go to Jerusalem, Nehemiah asked for letters from the king that would ensure safe passage. He knew that traveling beyond the river (the Euphrates) would involve a long and dangerous journey. The letters would also enable him to get needed materials for the building projects. The king graciously sent army officers and horsemen to accompany Nehemiah.

Some people in Palestine did not share Nehemiah’s enthusiasm for rebuilding the wall. A weak Jerusalem served their interests; they didn’t wish it to be secure and strong. But upon arriving, Nehemiah sought the people’s support, identified with them, and described their troubles as his. He asked the people to work with him. “Come, let us rebuild the wall of Jerusalem, and we will no longer be in disgrace” (Neh 2:17). Nehemiah described how the hand of God had been upon him and how God would help them rebuild the walls.
Rebuilding the Walls (Neh 3-6)

Though Nehemiah and the people of Jerusalem made swift progress, they encountered significant opposition from their enemies. Consider what they faced…
(1) Ridicule (4:1)

(2) Plot of open attack (4:8)

(3) Plot of a sneak attack (4:11)

(4) Rumors of planned attacks (4:12)

(5) Attempted ambush

(6) Threats of accusations to the king

(7) Attempt to discredit Nehemiah

Consider how Nehemiah and the people dealt with the opposition…

(1) They worked hard (4:6)

(2) They prayed, posted guard (4:9)

(3) They felt the opposition a challenge to faith (4:14)

(4) They half guarded (4:16)

(5) They armed the workers (4:17)

(6) They established an alarm system (4:19-20)

(7) They avoided an ambush (6:3)

(8) They called a bluff (6:8)

(9) They stood firm (6:11)

The people also faced significant internal opposition:

(1) Famine and taxes

(2) In order to survive, people were mortgaging property and homes

(3) Some sold children into slavery to get money for taxes

(4) Nehemiah blamed the nobles and officials for the difficulty

(5) Nehemiah charged the wealthier Jews with usury

(6) Nehemiah used public disgrace to deal with the guilty parties

(7) Nehemiah’s appeal to the guilty ones was based on the moral and spiritual

(8) The guilty people were repentant
Nehemiah served as a benevolent and wise governor (Neh 5:14-19). This was a period of building and hope for the people living in Jerusalem.

Nehemiah’s Good Leadership Principles (5:14-19)

(1) He did not follow the example of previous governors.

(2) He did not permit his assistants to lord it over the people.

(3) He acted in all things out of his reverence for God.

(4) He devoted himself and his assistants to the work.

(5) He paid personally the expense of feeding 150 Jews plus guests

(6) He did not accept the governor’s food allotment.

Point of departure: How can we turn these activities of Nehemiah into general but specific principles of leadership? (Review the 6 things above and rewrite them as specific principles of leadership).
7. The Book of Esther

The Book of Esther continues the profound message of Ezra and Nehemiah. By blessing and caring for His people, God showed His concern. Though they lived outside Palestine, the Lord still reigned over them. His care for them never wavered.
We cannot date Esther precisely, but the book fits generally into the time of Ezra and Nehemiah. The author is unknown. Esther is set in Susa, the Persian capital, during the reign of Xerxes (486 – 465 B.C.). Esther is unique in that the name of God does not appear in any form. This is the only Bible book where this is true.

The story

King Xerxes holds a banquet and commands Queen Vashti to come to him so that he can show off her beauty, she refuses. After consulting his wise men, he deposes Vashti and seeks out another queen to replace her. Finally, after a great search and lots of bedroom trials, Esther pleases the King and becomes his new queen. 

In background, we find that Esther’s parents died and was taken in by Mordecai, her cousin, like a daughter. Mordecai is fourth generation to Kish, who was taken in exile from  Jerusalem by King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon.
In the course of time, Mordecai uncovers a plot to assassinate the king. He tells Esther, who tells the king. And this was recorded. 
Also in the course of time, the king honors Haman to the highest rank among all the nobles. All paid homage to Haman except Mordecai. This infuriated Haman so that, after he finds out that Mordecai is a Jew, plots to destroy the whole race of Jews. By deceit he gets the king to agree to approve his plot. When Mordecai hears about this, he accosts Esther to talk to the king about this. However, to enter the presence of the king without invitation was to risk death. Seeing her hesitation, the words of Mordecai are profound:

“Do not think that because you are in the king’s house you alone of all the Jews will escape. For if you remain silent at this time, relief and deliverance for the Jews will arise from another place, but you and your father’s family will perish. And who knows but that you have come to royal position for such a time as this?” (Esther 4:12-14).

Remember, that this was how God saved Israel through Joseph. 

Esther boldly goes before the king and is, by the providence of God, received by the king. Esther chooses to hold a banquet for the king and Haman, and then another banquet for the two. Haman proudly relishes this little knowing what Esther would reveal. 

In the meantime, with encouragement from Zeresh, his wife, Haman builds a gallows and plans to ask the king to hang Mordecai on it in the morning. However, again the hand of God, comes in, as the king is awoken from a restless night and led to read the chronicles of his reign, where he finds out about how Mordecai saved his life. He finds out nothing was done for Mordecai for this. In a twist of events, when Haman is about to ask the king to hang Mordecai, the king asks how he should honor a person in whom he delights. Haman thinks it’s himself and so lavishly describes what should be done. He is deeply grieved when he realizes that it’s not only NOT HIM but that it is Mordecai. 
Like pouring acid on a wound, when Haman goes to the banquet, Esther reveals Haman’s plot to annihilate her people. He is terrified and leans over Esther to beg her help. The King leaves in rage and returns to find Haman draped over his queen. At the very moment, he learns that a gallows was made for Mordecai. The king has Haman hung on it instead.

And what a happy ending we find to this story. Mordecai is given the position of honor in place of Haman and the king sends a new edict to counter the former one that he sent out because of Haman. This edict gave the Jews the king’s authorization to protect, plunder and destroy any that attack them. They were also helped by the king’s noblemen, the Scripture says, “because fear of Mordecai (who was head of all the nobles in honor and position) had seized them.” Even the ten sons of Haman were hanged, so that there could be no retribution by them in the future.
In remembrance of this great deliverance, they instituted a holiday that is celebrated to this day. It is called Purim, from pur, which means “lot” because a lot was cast for the destruction of the Jews but the lot had turned for their good. The holiday was celebrated on the 13th-15th days of Adar. The 13th is the “fast of Esther” because she requested everyone to fast before she went before the king with her request. The celebration begins on the 2nd day. It is a noisy and happy holiday. To celebrate, the megillah (scroll of the book of Esther) is read in the synagogue. Whenever Haman is mentioned, everyone boos, stamps feet, and shakes noisemakers (called groggers). Whenever Mordecai is mentioned, everyone cheers.a
8. The Messages of Ezra, Nehemiah, and Esther 
To Jews living in 539 B.C. or 450 B.C., God may have appeared to have little control over the world. The truth of Ezra is that God remains in charge. The Lord remembered his people in exile, raising up Cyrus the Persian to conquer Babylon and to allow the captive Jews to return to their homeland and rebuild Jerusalem and the temple.

God put the needs of Jerusalem on Nehemiah’s heart. God then led Nehemiah to Jerusalem, having gained for him authority to obtain materials and rebuild the walls of Jerusalem. Thus God showed His concern for His people. Through Nehemiah He provided leadership and protection for the city.

The Book of Esther shows God’s name need not be directly mentioned to clearly see His hand in history. God saved the Jews through Mordecai and Esther.

God is Always with His People

The books of Ezra, Nehemiah and Esther show that God never forsakes his people. They reveal that God cares for His people. He watches over them in all the circumstances of life, whether in Palestine or Babylon.
The Word of God Leads People to Greater Faith and Spiritual Blessings

Ezra’s reading from the book of the law shows the power of God’s word to help and bless us throughout life. When they heard and obeyed God’s word, they experienced great joy.

God’s Laws Affect All of Life

These books remind us that God is the Lord of all of life. God’s word touches every aspect of our lives. 

God Helps His People Accomplish Their God-given Goals

Nehemiah finished the work on the walls of the city of Jerusalem because God’s hand was on him. 

Chronology of Ezra – Nehemiah

Detailed Chronology

	Date (BC)
	Event
	Reference

	Oct 12, 539
	Capture of Babylon
	Daniel 5:30

	Mar 538 – Mar 537
	Cyrus’ first year
	Ezra 1:1-4

	537 (?)
	Return under Sheshbazzar
	Ezra 1:11

	7th Month, 537
	Building of altar
	Ezra 3:1

	2nd Month, 536
	Work on the temple begun
	Ezra 3:8

	536-530
	Opposition during Cyrus’ reign
	Ezra 4:1-5

	530-520
	Work on the temple ceased
	Ezra 4:24

	Sept 520
	Work on temple renewed under Darius
	Ezra 5:2; Hag 1:14

	Mar 516
	Temple completed
	Ezra 6:15

	April 458
	Ezra departs from Babylon
	Ezra 7:6-9

	Aug 458
	Ezra arrives in Jerusalem
	Ezra 7:8-9

	Dec 458
	People assemble
	Ezra 10:9

	Dec 458
	Committee begins investigation
	Ezra 10:16

	Mar 457
	Committee ends investigation
	Ezra 10:17

	April 445 – April 444
	20th year of Artaxerxes I
	Neh 1:1

	Mar – April 444
	Nehemiah approaches king
	Neh 2:1

	Aug 444
	Nehemiah arrives in Jerusalem
	Neh 2:11

	Oct 444
	Completion of the wall
	Neh 6:15

	Oct – Nov 444
	Public assembly
	Neh 7:73-8:1

	Oct 444
	Feast of Tabernacles
	Neh 8:14

	Oct 444
	Fast
	Neh 9:1

	April 433 – April 432
	32nd year of Artaxerxes; Nehemiah’s recall & return
	Neh 5:14; 13:6


Abbreviated Chronology of the Restoration
	Persian King
	Dates
	Biblical Characters
	Scripture
	Event

	Cyrus
	539-530
	Zerubbabel, Joshua, Haggai, Zechariah
	Ezra 1-4
	First return;
Temple begun then stopped

	Cambyses
	530-521
	
	
	No work on Temple

	Darius I
	521-486
	Haggai, Zecharaiah
	Ezra 4-6
	Temple work completed

	Xerxes (Ahasuerus)
	486-465
	Esther, Mordecai
	Esther 1-10
	Story of Jews’ preservation

	Artaxerxes
	465-423
	Ezra, Nehemiah, Malachi
	Ezra 7-10


Nehemiah
	Second return under Ezra

Third return Nehemiah

Ministry of Malachi

	End of Old Testament History
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