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I. The gods of the Nations
A. The gods of the Canaanites and Phoenicians
1. Baal – means “lord”; son of Dagon, the son of El. In Aram (Syria) he was called Hadad and in Babylonia Adad. He is believed to give fertility to the womb and life-giving rain to the soil. He is pictured as standing on a bull, a popular symbol of fertility and strength (cf 1 Ki 12:28). The storm cloud was his chariot, thunder his voice, and lightning his spear and arrows. The worship of Baal involved sacred prostitution and sometimes even child sacrifice (cf Jer 19:5). 

2. Ashtoreths – wife of Baal, female deity (also Asherah – wife of El, the chief god of the Canaanite pantheon). Ashtoreth was associated with the evening star and was the beautiful goddess of war and fertility. She was worshipped as Ishtar in Babylonia and as Athart in Aram. To the Greeks she was Astarte or Aphrodite, and to the Romans, Venus. Worship of the Ashtoreths involved extremely lascivious practices (cf 1 Ki 14:24; 2 Ki 23:7)

B. The gods of Aram

1. Hadad (Baal)

2. Mot

3. Anath

4. Rimmon


C. The gods of Sidon (worshipped the gods of the Canaanites)

D. The gods of Moab – Chemosh
E. The gods of Ammon – Molech (cf. 1 Ki 11:7) – sometimes worshipped by the offering of human sacrifice (Lev 18:21; 20:2-5; 2 Ki 23:10) – also called Milcom. Both Molech and Milcom are forms of a Semitic word for “king.”
F. The gods of the Philistines – worshipped most of the Canaanite gods. Their most popular deities were Dagon and Baal-Zebub. The name Dagon is the same as a Hebrew word for “grain,” suggesting that he was a vegetation deity. He was worshipped in Babylonia as early as the 2nd millennium B.C. Baal-Zebub was worshipped in Ekron (cf 2 Ki 1:2-3, 6, 16). The name means “lord of the flies,” a deliberate change by followers of the Lord (Yahweh) to ridicule and protest the worship of Baal-Zebul (“Baal the Prince”), a name known from ancient Canaanite texts (cf Matt 10:25; 12:24).


