FIVE SPIRTITUAL TRUTHS

Truth

Redeemer/Redemption
Unfailing Love

Trust

Holy

Truth

Isaiah 45:19  “I have not spoken in secret, from somewhere in a land of darkness; I have not said to Jacob’s descendants, ‘Seek me in vain.’ I, the Lord, speak the truth; I declare what is right.”
As opposed to idols, God speaks the truth and is the truth (John 14:6). From the story of Elijah on Mount Carmel (1 Kings 18) we find that God revealed himself to be the only true God. While nothing happened as the 450 prophets of Baal shouted, danced and slashed themselves to their storm-god, fire of the Lord fell and consumed everything on the altar – revealing the truth to those on Mount Carmel that The Lord is God!
Zechariah 8:16 tells us that the Lord says “These are the things you are to do: Speak the truth to each other…” In doing so, let us be mindful of what Christ states about Himself in John 14:6, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.”  Let us proclaim the truth so that the only one who is The Truth may be known.
Redeemer
Job 19:25 “I know that my Redeemer lives, and that in the end he will stand upon the earth.”

Job was a man claimed by God to be “blameless and upright” and there was “no one on earth like him” for he feared God and shunned evil (Job 1:8). Nevertheless, he suffered greatly when God allowed him to be tested by “the accuser.” Although there is some debate about who the ”Redeemer” is, I agree with most commentators who maintain that Job means God.   
Redemption means to free someone from bondage. It often involves the paying of a ransom, a price that makes redemption possible. While the Israelites were redeemed from Egypt, we were redeemed from the power of sin and the curse of the Law (Gal. 3:13) through Jesus (Rom. 3:24; Col 1:14). We were bought with a price (1 Cor. 6:20; 7:23) by our redeemer.
If Job, in the midst of his suffering, was able to recognize God as the one who redeems from sin and guilt, how much more should we, who do not have nearly as many sufferings? Thank you Lord for being our Redeemer!
Unfailing Love
Isaiah 54:10 “Though the mountains be shaken and the hills be removed, yet my unfailing love for you will not be shaken nor my covenant of peace be removed," says the LORD, who has compassion on you.
While the first 35 chapters of Isaiah spoke of judgment, the final chapters revealed that there were marvelous days ahead for the people of Israel. Over and over again throughout the Old Testament God’s people dishonor Him. Israelites complained although the Lord brought them out of slavery. Even King David, a “man after God’s own heart” failed to honor him through his sin with Bethsheba. Nevertheless, God’s love for us is not shaken.

How many times have you failed God in your lifetime, this year, or even this week alone? Have no fear for “the earth is full of his unfailing love” (Psalm 33:5).  
Trust
Proverbs 3:5-6 “Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; in all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make your paths straight.”
Abraham trusted God when he left his homeland and his familiar surroundings and moved to a foreign land. David trusted God when he, as a mere boy, defeated Goliath. 
Many times in our lives our understanding of the things of the world prevents us from trusting our Lord. What would you have done if you were David? His brother called him conceited and wicked for coming to watch the battle (1 Sam. 17:28) and King Saul initially said that he was not able to fight Goliath because he was only a boy (1Sam. 17:33). Nonetheless, David t`rusted God said that the Lord who delivered him from the paw of the lion and the paw of the bear will deliver him from the giant (1 Sam 17:37).

We all have different giants in our lives. Let us recognize God - his power and love for us by trusting Him, even with those giants.
Holy

Leviticus 11:44 “I am the Lord your God; consecrate yourselves and be holy, because I am holy.” 
It is always the holiest of people who are most penitent. St. Teresa said on her deathbed, “My daughters, do not follow my example; for I have been the most sinful woman in all the world.”
 If St. Teresa was “the most sinful woman in all the world” then I do not know what that would make me because I know that I am far greater of a sinner than her. 

In her final words, I believe that Mother Teresa was putting herself side-by-side with God’s holiness. Often times we compare ourselves with those who we perceive to be “less holy” than us to justify the sins of our lives. We need to take a stand and strive to be holy according to our Lord’s standard knowing that He will help us and lead us if we ask in prayer. 
� Quoted in Alexander Whyte, The Apostle Paul (Edinburgh: Oliphant, Anderson & Ferrier, 1903), p. 107.  
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